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HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION

R
ecently the northeast coast of the USA was ravaged by a ‘superstorm’. 
Hurricane Sandy combined with other winter storms to produce a 
rare and incredibly strong storm that battered the coastline from 
New Jersey to New England. While many areas sustained damage, 
for the most part central PA dodged a bullet, as we say.

	 Unfortunately, the same can’t be said of New Jersey and New York City. The 
devastation there was overwhelming. One area that was particularly hard hit was 
Staten Island. I remember seeing a dramatic interview where a distraught older 
woman told the reporter, “I want to go home, but there’s no home anymore!”  
The flood waters had pushed her house off its foundation and crushed it,  
scattering the family’s belongings amidst debris for over two miles. 
	 I can’t imagine how heart wrenching it must be to lose everything you own,  
everything you’ve worked for years to accumulate. It can happen so quickly – 
flood, fire, natural disaster. I don’t say this to frighten you, but to remind you 
that the things of this world are all very temporary. 
	 That’s the bad news; the good news is that we can be assured of acquiring 
something that can’t be taken away from us. Those who know Christ as their  
Savior have a faith that is built on a solid foundation, one that will hold no 
matter what happens in this world. God’s promises are true and eternal; we can 
always count on them.
	 As you get ready to celebrate the Christmas season this year, be grateful for the 
blessings you have received, both material and spiritual. And in the spirit, His Spir-
it, of giving, share that special gift of salvation with friends and family who might 
not know Jesus personally. In addition, you can give a blessing to someone who 
needs material help by donating to World Relief as a Christmas gift. Their website 
is www.worldrelief.org. You can designate your gift to go to help those devastated 
by Hurricane Sandy, or any other part of the world. Have a blessed holiday.

“�Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this  
inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his’,..  – II Timothy 2:19

—Pat Strain
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◗	� Congratulations to Jamie and Anita Farr. The Farrs have adopted their fourth child, 
Sierra Rose, in October. She joins sister Abigail and brothers Jared and Brandon.  
The Farrs are hoping to soon move into a larger home (for obvious reasons.) Please 
be in prayer that all will go as planned. 

◗	� Hannah Moury, oldest daughter of Dan and Melinda Moury, fell off a playhouse 
in early November and had a laceration in her liver. She is healing well, but had to 
miss her ballet recital as doctors said no stretching or bending. 

◗	� Praise that all of our missionaries survived hurricane Sandy with minimal hardship. 
Bettina Schaeffer reported their apartment never lost power, Robert was with his 
father who is recuperating from surgery and they did lose power for two days but had 
hot food and heat courtesy of Robert’s sister; Joe Toy had some water in basement 
and tree branches down; Jim Ehrman was out of the country but it took him over  
50 hours to get home from Manilla! Continue to pray for those in the NY/NJ area who 
are facing massive cleanup and trying to rebuild their lives as well as their homes.

◗	 INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAILING GIFTS/MONEY TO MISSIONARIES: 

1.	�If the missionary is currently serving in the USA or is in the USA on furlough, you 
can send your gift, check and card directly to them. Contact the GMC office if 
you need a current address. 

2.	�If the missionary is serving overseas, please send the check to the Global Min-
istries office made payable to E C Church with a note in memo line or a note 
detailing which missionary(ies) are to receive funds and the amounts. You can 
mail a Christmas card directly to the missionary; again, contact us if you need to 
check an address. 

3.	�DO NOT include a check in a Christmas card and mail it to GMC; we cannot  
forward Christmas cards overseas. DO NOT mail a check directly overseas  
unless a missionary has specifically instructed you to do so; it usually costs 
quite a bit to cash checks overseas, and there are many check-altering schemes 
that could wind up emptying your bank account.

4.	�Many countries will charge customs duty on any packages sent, so check with 
the missionary first to see if they want or can use what you intend to send. 

5.	�If you have any questions, call or email the GMC office. Our toll free number is 
1-800-866-7584, and our email is ecglobal@eccenter.com. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
HERE AND THERE  
– Randy Sizemore

 
PRAYER NEEDS Eunice  
Wanjema – retiree in Kenya

2 3 4 5 6
– Sue Haglund

7 8
December 4 – Seminary  

class (a.m.) and CPC

PRAYER NEEDS  
Kitty Miller – back in Thailand, 
getting settled into new  
position at Payap University

Rev. Elias Martinez, field leader  
of the E.C. Church of Mexico

Joe Toy – distributing  
Christmas stockings to  
boys & girls in disadvantaged 
neighborhoods in Philly

Chris & Deb Bowers – in PA  
until end of this month, then  
back to Spokane, WA for 2 years

Ken Sears – teaching  
at Zaporozhye Bible College  
in Ukraine; getting settled  
into new building

Ron & Brenda Anderson – 
preaching, teaching,  
prison ministry in Spain

Pray for opportunities to share 
the Gospel with friends or  
family who don’t know Jesus

9 10 11 12 13
– Rev. Dan Moury

14 15
December 11 – Seminary 

class (a.m.)

PRAYER NEEDS Pray for the 
persecuted church world wide

Dave Hershey – campus ministry 
at Berks-PSU campus

John & Carolyn Miller –  
working on Bru New Testament

Rev. Angam, General Director  
of the E.C. Church of India

Fern Sweigert, Retiree in  
KY – health concerns

Pray for all our E.C.  
Church planters, both  
in the USA and abroad

Marcia Hopler – cross  
cultural specialist with  
Inter Varsity in Philly area

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

PRAYER NEEDS  
Rev. Nobuo Abe, field leader  
of the E.C. Church of Japan

BJ & Rachel Whitaker – 
church planters in Alcora, Spain

Rev. Janga, field leader of  
the E.C. Church of Nepal

Lamar & Janice Stoltzfus –  
deputation, support raising

Pray for the administrators  
of the E.C. Church – bishop, 
conference ministers

Rev. Lalrosiem Songate – return-
ing home to India for holidays

Pray for the many  
E.C. missionaries facing  
financial shortfalls

23 24 25 26 27 28
– Janet Stahl

29

PRAYER NEEDS The Christmas 
Missionary offering helps fund our 
international churches

 
Pray for safety for all traveling for 
the holidays; here and overseas

 
“For unto you is born this day  
a Savior, Christ the Lord”

Jamie & Anita Farr – added  
#4 to their family; work with 
Wycliffe at FL headquarters

 
Randy & Chris Amberman –  
working with Native Americans

Dan Dixon – finishing up  
furlough, returning to duties  
at Rift Valley Academy, Kenya

Rev. Matthew Gueh – field  
leader of the E.C. Church of 
Liberia; annual conference

30 31
– Gloria Smethers

PRAYER NEEDS Rev. Randy 
Sizemore as he prepares for trip 
to Liberia with international team

The promise of another year; new
opportunities to serve our Lord!

G I V E  O N L I N E  A T 	 www.ecglobal.org

ANNIVERSARIES 
* INDICATES RETIREE  

(c) INDICATES CANDIDATE 

December 12 – Randy & Chris Amberman

December 1-3 -- Travel to Dixon 
Bethel (IL) for meetings and speaking 

in morning worship service.

December 24-28 – Out of office for Christmas holiday

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
* INDICATES RETIREE  

(c) INDICATES CANDIDATE  
+ INDICATES MISSIONS ASSOCIATE

January 2 – Jim Farr
January 3 – Lamar Stoltzfus

January 5 – Jim Stahl

January 8 – Celia Dick
January 10 – Dan Wills

January 11(1994) – Alyssa Stoltzfus


