
This summer has been a traumatic time in the life for Gloria’s mother and

family. Somehow or another, without falling, her mom suffered a few fractures

in her lower back. I guess being 91 years old didn’t help. That meant time in the

hospital and the realization that she could no longer live in her own home by

herself. It was now time for her to move into an assisted living facility. 

If you’ve been through those kinds of struggles and decisions (I went through

the same thing with my mom a number of years ago), you know it’s not easy for

anyone – especially the person who’s losing his/her independence. 

What I found fascinating was that during one visit with my mother-in-law, as

she struggled with the physical pain and the decisions that were being made

by her and for her, she looked at me and said, “I wonder what the Lord is trying

to teach me?” 

I found that wonderfully fascinating for a couple of reasons: first, it showed

me that even though she was in great discomfort in the hospital, she had a

faith that her Lord was still in control. He was in charge and even though she

struggled to understand the “why” of it, she believed He knew of her suffering

and was there with her.

Secondly, she reminded me that you can be a follower of Jesus for a loooong

time (as I said, she was 91 at the time) and still realize that there is always

something new to learn, growth to take place in your knowledge of the Lord,

and your walk with Him.

continued on page 2
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She understands the life of discipleship, of becoming more and more like Jesus,

is one in which you never really get to say, “I’m done.” 

The Lord is always teaching, and we are to be always learning and growing. 

Two questions: Am I still looking to learn from Him? What is He trying to teach

me today?

Jesus’ invitation to each of us is, 

“Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you,

 because I am humble and gentle at heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls.” 

I don’t know where you are in your walk with the Lord, but don’t stop walking,

don’t stop learning, keep growing. Because His promise is sure - when we seek

Him and allow Him to teach and lead us, we will find rest for our souls. 

In Christ’s service,

Rev. Bruce D. Hill

Bishop

 

From the desk....
c o n t i nue d  f r o m  p a g e  1

"The Lord is 
always teaching, 
and we are to 

always be learning 
and growing." 

 
- Bruce Hill
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1  JOHN 2 :3 ,5

P R A Y  F O R  T H E  C H I L D R E N ,  P A R E N T S ,  T E A C H E R S ,  A N D  A D M I N I S T R A T O R S  A S  T H E Y  A L L

B E G I N  A  N E W  S C H O O L  Y E A R .

C O N T I N U E  T O  P R A Y  F O R  G L O R I A  A N D  M E  A S ,  O V E R  T H E  N E X T  8  M O N T H S ,  I  F I N I S H  M Y  

T E R M  A S  B I S H O P  O F  O U R  D E N O M I N A T I O N .

P R A Y  F O R  R A N D Y  A N D  C A R L A  S I Z E M O R E  A S  H E  C O M P L E T E S  H I S  M I N I S T R Y  A T  B E T H E L  E C

C H U R C H  I N  D I X O N ,  I L ,  A N D  P R E P A R E S  T O  B E G I N  H I S  S E R V I C E  A S  B I S H O P  A T  N A T I O N A L

C O N F E R E N C E  O N  M A Y  25 ,  2022 .

P R A Y  F O R  T H E  M I N I S T R I E S  O F  T H E  P A S T O R S  W H O  A R E  B E I N G  O R D A I N E D  T H I S  F A L L .

A S K  T H E  L O R D  T O  G R A N T  S A F E T Y  O N  T H E  R O A D S  A S  I  B E G I N  A  V E R Y  B U S Y  S E A S O N  O F

P R E A C H I N G .  

P R A I S E  T H E  L O R D  T H A T  E V E N  T H O U G H  T H E  E N G I N E  B L E W  I N  T H E  T E N-Y E A R  O L D  B I S H O P-

M O B I L E ,  I  W A S  S A F E  A N D  H Y U N D A I  R E P L A C E D  T H E  E N G I N E  F O R  F R E E !

T H A N K  T H E  L O R D  T H A T  G L O R I A  A N D  I  W E R E  A B L E  T O  J O I N  O U R  E N T I R E  F A M I L Y  F O R

V A C A T I O N  I N  T E N N E S S E E .  ( 1 7  P E O P L E  I N  O N E  H O U S E  F O R  A  W E E K  A N D  W E  A L L  S T I L L  L O V E

E A C H  O T H E R ! )

P R A I S E  T H E  L O R D  F O R  T H E  I N D I V I D U A L S  W H O  A C C E P T E D  J E S U S  A S  T H E I R  S A V I O R  D U R I N G

T H E  S U M M E R  C A M P I N G  M I N I S T R I E S  A T  C A M P  E C C O ,  R O C K  R I V E R ,  A N D  T W I N  P I N E S .

J O I N  M E  I N  P R A I S I N G  T H E  L O R D  F O R  Y O U R  P A S T O R  W H O  S E R V E S  S O  F A I T H F U L L Y .

T H A N K  T H E  L O R D  F O R  T H E  C H A N G E  O F  S E A S O N S  A N D  C O O L E R  D A Y S  A N D  N I G H T S  (U N L E S S

Y O U ’R E  L I K E  G L O R I A  A N D  G E T  C O L D  A N Y T I M E  I T 'S  U N D E R  80  D E G R E E S ) .

The Bishop's Top Ten Prayer & Praise 
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1  JOHN 2 :3 ,5

I t  i s  a l r e a dy  S e p te m b e r ,  but  i t ’s  n o t  to o  l a te  to  p l a n  you r  c o n g r e g a t i o n ’s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  you r

p a s to r (s ) .  

W h i l e  m o s t  p e o p l e  wou l d  s ay  F o cus  o n  T h e  F a m i ly  s ta r te d  th i s  t r a d i t i o n  i n  1994  by  m a k i n g  i t  a  p o i n t  to

r e m i n d  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  to  m a k e  th e  m o n th  o f  O c to b e r  s p e c i a l  f o r  th e i r  p a s to r ,  i t  r e a l ly  s ta r te d  w i th

th e  A p o s t l e  P au l ,  o r  m ayb e  I  s h ou l d  s ay  i t  s ta r te d  w i th  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t .  

I t  wa s  th e  S p i r i t  wh o  i n s p i r e d  P au l  to  w r i te ,  

“E l d e r s  wh o  d o  th e i r  wo r k  we l l  s h ou l d  b e  r e s p e c te d  a n d  p a i d  we l l ,  e s p e c i a l ly  

th o s e  wh o  wo r k  h a r d  a t  b o th  p r e a c h i n g  a n d  te a c h i n g . ”  ( 1  T i m o thy  5 : 1 7  N L T )

T h e  wo r k  o f  th e  p a s to r  h a s  a lways  b e e n  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  eve n  b a c k  i n  th e  d ays  o f  T i m o thy .  But  th e  l a s t

ye a r  a n d  a  h a l f  h ave  r e qu i r e d  p a s to r s  to  p r ov i d e  s e rv i c e  a b ove  a n d  b eyo n d  wh a t  th ey  h ave  b e e n

t r a i n e d  to  d o .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  p a n d e m i c  m a d e  p l a n n i n g  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  eve n t  d i f f i cu l t  i n  2020 .

W e  h o p e  eve ry  o n e  o f  ou r  Eva n g e l i c a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c hu r c h e s  w i l l  p l a n  s o m e  k i n d  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n

eve n t  f o r  th e i r  p a s to r (s )  du r i n g  O c to b e r .  I t  d o e s n ’ t  n e e d  to  b e  e l a b o r a te  o r  exp e n s ive ;  but  b e  su r e  to

s ay  “ th a n k  you”  to  you r  p a s to r ,  h i s  w i f e  a n d  f a m i ly ,  f o r  th e i r  f a i th fu l  s e rv i c e  to  C h r i s t  a n d  th e

c hu r c h .  

October is Pastor Appreciation Month
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The Evangelical Congregational Church is once again partnering

with the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) to honor and

thank EC pastors for their hard work and dedication to their

congregations and communities. 

The NAE promotional materials and requirements for an additional

pastor gift can be found at; https://blessyourpastor.org.

 

Please show your pastor how much he is loved and 

thank him for all his hard work and dedication. 

A cash gift to your pastor is always appreciated but 

there are many other ways to bless your pastor. 

You can download a list of 

50 Creative Ways to Bless Your Pastor 

at; https://blessyourpastor.org.

 

https://blessyourpastor.org/
https://blessyourpastor.org/


The 2021 National Journal is completed and

will be mailed the first full week of this

month to those who placed orders.  

 Additional order forms are available on the

EC Center website:  eccenter.com

click on 

Post Conference Information.  

2021 National Journal

Plan now for National Conference 2022

It may only be September 2021, but you really should plan now to attend a 

historic National Conference 2022 on May 25, 26, 27 at Messiah University.

Conference will begin on Wednesday afternoon, May 25, with a very special 

service as we consecrate our next Bishop, Rev. Randy Sizemore. One of Randy’s

first acts as Bishop will then be to lead us in observing the Lord’s Supper. 

Following that service Randy will open the first business session with his 

inaugural Episcopal Address. 

On Thursday evening, May 26, we will gather together for a special banquet 

as we honor and celebrate the ministry of Rev. Bruce Hill for his eleven years of

ministry as our Bishop. This is sure to be a time of good food, fellowship 

and fun, as we express our appreciation to Bruce and Gloria. 

So, mark your calendars now and save the dates so you can be a part of 

these special times for our church family – 

National Conference May 25, 26, 27, 2022. 
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National Conference NewsNational Conference News

EC Center

Renovations

UPDATE

The renovations to the main entrance and first floor of EC Church Center are nearing completion. 

A fresh coat of paint on the first floor hallway and reception area, along with the new front doors, 

have brightened the area and created a good space to display the drawings of the EC Bishops. 

The drawings are replacing the photographs of EC Bishops that previously 

hung in the stairway leading to the second floor. These are the drawings that were on display at the 

May 2021 National Conference.



Celebrate the Savior and His Seminary

 

 

 

Evangelical Seminary resumes the annual

Friends of Evangelical Banquet on Thursday, December 2,

at the Eden Resort in Lancaster. 

 

How great to celebrate together how the Lord continues

to deepen and widen the ministry of our seminary! 

 

Dr. Curt Thompson, author of The Soul of Shame, 

and host of the podcast, Being Known, will equip and

encourage the banquet group with his extensive work in

neurobiology and how we thrive when we have 

shame-free intimacy with the Designer of our brains.

 

Discover that the Spirit is calling amazing ECers into

biblically-sound seminary education that is accessible,

affordable, and relevant to our EC family of churches.

Contact Sonya Valentino, (EC church member at Christ

Community Church) if you would like more details.

sonya.valentino@evangelical.edu.
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National Conference NewsNational Conference News

Retiree Appreciation

We would like to thank all the retirees for their many years of 

faithful service to the EC Church. We appreciate you!
 

*Please note:  Unfortunately, we have made the difficult decision to cancel the 

Retired Pastors’ Appreciation Banquet again this year. 

The decision was made as a result of the increase in COVID cases and its’ variances. 

Our hope is to be able to have it again in October 2022. 

 

Friends of Evangelical BanquetFriends of Evangelical Banquet

mailto:sonya.valentino@evangelical.edu


Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA)

Some may have heard that the Social Security COLA increase this year will be the

highest since 1982. The current internet chatter is estimating the increase at around

6%. The official release of the Social Security COLA is normally in October, but also seems

to be released later and later every year. 

The Pastoral Compensation Committee annual report approved at the May 2021 National

Conference continued the recommendation of awarding pastor salary increases at the

Social Security COLA increase. Most likely, there will also be a moderate increase in

health insurance premiums effective January 2022. Calendar year 2022 appears to be

shaping up to bring some financial challenges to churches. As information becomes

available, we will pass it along.

Highmark Freedom Blue

The Highmark Freedom Blue 2022 renewal was approved by the EC Benefits Trustees, 

with a rate increase of $6/month, from $249 to $255 per month. The new rate will be 

on the January 2022 invoices paid during December 2021. Participation in the Highmark

Freedom Blue plan is voluntary for retirees. Retirees are encouraged to investigate

other MC Supplemental plans and choose a plan best for their healthcare needs and

cost. 

Disability Insurance Premium & Benefits Services Fee

There are several churches that have not remitted the $100/yr disability insurance

premium and the $125/yr benefits services fee. If the disability premium is not received

for the year the pastor is not covered. The disability premium is listed in the treasurer’s

guide on the EC website, and is due by January 15 of every year. The $125/yr benefit

services fee is due April 15 every year and is due from every church with an assigned

pastor.

Please contact Dave King, dking@eccenter.com or Kevin Henry,

khenry@eccenter.com with any questions or problems.

Kevin Henry                                     Dave King

Executive Director                         Benefits Administrator
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News fromNews from  
Executive DirectorExecutive Director

Kevin Henry 

Executive Director  

khenry@eccenter.com 

717-866-7581
 

 

 

 

David King

Benefits Administrator

dking@eccenter.com

717-866-7581

mailto:dking@eccenter.com
mailto:khenry@eccenter.com
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News fromNews from  
Executive DirectorExecutive Director

Contact Lynette to register. 



Lamar and Janice Stoltzfus

Rift Valley Academy

Kijabe, Kenya

Dave and Conce Roof

One Mission Society, Brazil

 

Robert and Bettina Schaeffer

L.I.F.E. Ministries

Astoria, NY

Ed and Valerie Schubert

Amor Sin Fronteras &

Casa de Luz , Honduras

Juan and Rosita Zuniga

Superintendent

ECC Latin America - Mexico

Monterray/Vera Cruz, Mexico
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Rev. J. Ted Rathman
GMC Associate

 

Denise Jaramillo
GMC Administrative Assistant

 

ecglobal@eccenter.com
717-866-7581

 

GMC.ECCENTER.COM

Facilitating Mission Workers
Empowering National Churches
Engaging the Local Church

Global MinistriesGlobal Ministries
CommunityCommunity

  

Brian and Missy Wagner

Rift Valley Academy, Kijabe, Kenya

Kenneth Sears

European Christian Mission

Zaporozhzhye, Ukraine 

Jim and Janet Stahl

 Wycliffe - The Seed Company

Bethlehem, PA 

This month we celebrate the work

and ministries of our EC Churches

in Latin America and missionaries

abroad and here in the US who

give of themselves in service to

those entrusted to their care -

sharing the life-giving message of

salvation through faith in Christ!

 

“In Him and through faith in Him
we may approach God with
freedom and confidence.”

Ephesians 3:12

Freedom in HimFreedom in Him
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KINGDOM EXTENSION COMMUNITY NEWS

 

Summer is slowly winding down. You should be planning and/or preparing for fall ministries. 

Are you wondering if what you will do next will be worthwhile? Consider one or both of the following 

teaching-learning opportunities as you plan and prepare. 

Contact Les Cool at 717-951-8433 or revlescool@gmail.com with your questions.

 

LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP (Leadership for Our Times) with Dr. Tim Roehl

Tuesday, October 19 . . . 8:30 – 4:30 (The Commons, Evangelical Seminary)

 Plan to join us for a day of inspiring and challenging conversation as we consider personal and corporate leadership 

for the church in the world in which we live right now. Pastors! Think about which of your leadership team members need 

to attend with you for this exciting workshop and conversation.

 Sessions will include: Getting God’s Heart and Agenda; Learning/Discerning Needs Around You; Simple Skills for Everyday Disciple-making;

Bring Out the Best in Your Team; Leading in Difficult Times; and Intro to Game Plan.

 The cost is $25 per person and includes lunch, snacks, and a copy of Tim Roehl’s book, Game Plan. 

Register by Monday, October 11 (https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/EvangelicalCongregationalChur/KECevent.html).

 

 

NEW TAKES ON THE MISSIONAL CHURCH

ZOOM Session . . . Saturday, September 18 . . . 8:30 – 11:30 a.m.

 Join us for two conversations about Jesus’ mission, our mission, and daily life in our ever-changing world. 

The mission hasn’t changed. The need hasn’t changed. But the world and culture in which we live is in constant flux. 

Let’s discuss ways to focus and make a difference as we live a Jesus-kind of life.

 Session #1 . . . God Has a Church for His Mission . . . You’ve probably read, “God doesn’t have a mission for his church, 

he has a church for his mission.” Do we understand the mission of God as the purpose for the church? 

Join us for a conversation as we seek clarification and stretch one another with the questions we really should be asking. 

Tim Seiger will guide the discussion and time of Q&A.

 

 Session #2 . . . As You Go . . . It’s great to gather to worship and fellowship. But we can’t stay there all week. 

Let’s discuss what we might do for Jesus as we go, as we do what we normally do during an average week. 

“Go and make disciples” does not have to be complicated. Lynda Miller will moderate the discussion and time of Q&A.

 

 REGISTER BY EMAIL to Les Cool at revlescool@gmail.com by Monday, September 13. 

PLEASE PROVIDE your name, mailing address (for the book), and email (for the Zoom link). And your choice of one of the following books that

will be sent to you after the sessions have been enjoyed 

(The Art of Neighboring by Dave Runyan and Jay Pathak; From Social Media to Social Ministry by Nona Jones; 

The Great Emergence by Phyllis Tickle; Desiring the Kingdom by James K. A. Smith; or God Space by Doug Pollock).

 

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/EvangelicalCongregationalChur/KECevent.html
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STAFF

Rev. Bruce Hill - Bishop;     bhill@eccenter.com

Jodi Earhart - Assistant to the Bishop;     jearhart@eccenter.com

Kevin Henry - Executive Director;     khenry@eccenter.com

David King - Benefits Administrator          dking@eccenter.com

Denise Jaramillo - NC & GMC Admin Assistant;     djaramillo@eccenter.com

Shirley Long - Business Office Specialist;     slong@eccenter.com

Abigail Zimmerman - Business Office Specialist;     azimmerman@eccenter.com

Associates

Rev. Gary Kuehner - Church Health:     gkuehner@eccenter.com

Rev. J. Ted Rathman - Global Ministries:     pastorted@graceecchurch.org

Rev. Jeffrey Byerly - Ministerial Development:     jgbyerly@bethesdaec.org

Rev. Leslie Cool - Kingdom Extension:     revlescool@gmail.com

EC Center Staff and Associates Know Him Better
Love Him More
"We can be sure that we know

him if we obey his

commandments...Those who

obey God's word truly show how

completely they love him." 

1 John 2:3,5
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Evangelical Congregational Church CenterEvangelical Congregational Church Center

100 West Park Avenue100 West Park Avenue

Myerstown, PA 17067Myerstown, PA 17067

717-866-7581717-866-7581

office@eccenter.comoffice@eccenter.com    / www.eccenter.com/ www.eccenter.com

Office Hours:Office Hours:     Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

EC Leader
Contributors

Bishop Bruce Hill
Kevin Henry

Sonya Valentino
Rev. J. Ted Rathman

Rev. Les Cool
Rev. Joel Kime

Rev. Matthew Hill
Faye Martin

 
 

Denise Jaramillo
Editor/Art Design

NC Administrative Assistant

EC Leader
September 2021September 2021


