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From the desk of Bishop Bruce Hill
How do you handle stress? That’s something we’ve all been dealing with for the

last year and, I’m afraid to say, we’ll continue to deal with as the pandemic

and its effects continue. So, how do you handle stress? 

The WebMD site tells us some of the signs of stress are depression or anxiety;

anger, irritability, or restlessness; feeling overwhelmed, unmotivated, or

unfocused; racing thoughts or constant worry.

Those are signs we see all around us, and perhaps even when we take the time

to really look at that person in the mirror. According to another website,

“Research shows that stress spills over into our relationships, causing a wide

range of problems. When people are under a lot of stress, they become

distracted, withdrawn and less affectionate.”

continued on page 2
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From the desk....
c o n t i nue d  f r o m  p a g e  1

How does the stress you’ve been under effect your relationship with Jesus?

Have you become distracted, withdrawn and less affectionate in your

discipleship journey? This past summer during a ZOOM workshop, Dr. Doug

Buckwalter said something that really got my attention. He encouraged us to

allow the stress of the pandemic to draw us deeper into our relationship with

Jesus. 

Dr. Buckwalter didn’t realize it at the time, but he was helping me plan for our

2021 National Conference. Our theme this year is “Know Him Better, Love Him

More.” 

"We can be sure that
we know him if we

obey his
commandments...
Those who obey 
God's word truly 

show how completely
they love him.

1  JOHN 2 :3 ,5

You see, all the stress we have been experiencing will do one of two things in

our relationship with Jesus: it will cause us to withdraw and become less

affectionate; or it will cause us to want to know him more deeply and love him

even more. Think about Job and his wife in the Old Testament. In the course of

one day, they lost everything that was precious to them. In the overwhelming

stress of loss, when everything was different and lost, and only God remained,

the question was; was God enough? 

Our world has been turned upside down, shaken and stirred. Today and during

our time of National Conference, I trust we allow the stress we’ve been

experiencing to draw us deeper into our relationship with Jesus; to know him

better and love him more.

In Christ's service, 
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N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  2021 ,  ou r  d e n o m i n a t i o n ’s  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  i s  s c h e du l e d  f o r  M ay  26-28 ,  2021 .

Ou r  p l a n  i s  to  o n c e  a g a i n  g a th e r  to g e th e r  a t  M e s s i a h  C o l l e g e  i n  G r a n th a m ,  P A .  O bv i ous ly ,  th e

p a n d e m i c  h a s  c aus e d  us  a l l  to  b e  f lu i d  i n  m a k i n g  p l a n s .  Eve n  n ow,  a s  we  p l a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  we

r e a l i ze  th a t  th e r e  a r e  l o ts  o f  c o n c e r n s  a n d  m a ny  que s t i o n s  th a t  a r e  ye t  to  b e  a n swe r e d .  

W e  a r e  p l a n n i n g  o n  h av i n g  th r e e  d ays  o f  wo r s h i p ,  e duc a t i o n a l  o p p o r tun i t i e s ,  a n d  l o ts  o f  bus i n e s s .

S i n c e  B i s h o p  H i l l  h a s  c h o s e n  n o t  to  s e rve  a n o th e r  te r m  a s  B i s h o p ,  o n  W e d n e s d ay ,  M ay  26 ,  th e  m e m b e r s

o f  C o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  e l e c t  th e  n ex t  B i s h o p  to  l e a d  ou r  d e n o m i n a t i o n .  T h e  n ew  B i s h o p ’s  te r m  w i l l  n o t

b e g i n  un t i l  Ju ly  1 ,  2022  s o  th e r e  c a n  b e  a  s m o o th  t r a n s i t i o n  i n  ou r  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  a s  we l l  a s  i n

th e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  th e  B i s h o p-e l e c t  w i l l  b e  l e av i n g .  T h i s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  th e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  a t  wh i c h

we  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r i n g  a m e n d m e n ts  to  ou r  d e n o m i n a t i o n ’s  b o o k  o f  D i s c i p l i n e .  T h e  A m e n d m e n ts

C o m m i t te e  h a s  b e e n  c a r e fu l ly  l o o k i n g  a t  ou r  D i s c i p l i n e  a n d  we  w i l l  wo r k  th r oug h  th e i r  p r o p o s a l s .  

2021  i s  th e  f i r s t  s te p  i n  a  two-ye a r  p r o c e s s  to  a m e n d  th e  D i s c i p l i n e  s o  a m e n d m e n ts  w i l l  a l s o  b e

c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a  f i n a l  vo te  i n  2022 .  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  o n c e  a g a i n  g ive  p a s to r s  a n d  l ay

d e l e g a te s  th e  c h a n c e  to  a t te n d  wo r k s h o p s  o n  T hu r s d ay  a f te r n o o n .  A  l i s t  o f  th e  va r i ous  wo r k s h o p s  w i l l

b e  a  p a r t  o f  th e  o n l i n e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  wh i c h  w i l l  b e  l aun c h e d  i n  s p r i n g .  T h e s e  wo r k s h o p s  w i l l

p r ov i d e  a n  o p p o r tun i ty  f o r  ou r  l o c a l  l e a d e r s  to  d i s c ove r  f r e s h  o p p o r tun i t i e s  a n d  n ew  p e r s p e c t ive s  i n

m i n i s t ry  b o th  i n  th e  l o c a l  c hu r c h  a n d  th e  c o m mun i ty .  

P r e-c o n f e r e n c e  m e e t i n g s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  p r i o r  to  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e .  A l l  p a s to r s  a n d  l ay  d e l e g a te s  a r e

e n c ou r a g e d  to  a t te n d  o n e  o f  th e  m e e t i n g s  th a t  i s  m o s t  c o nve n i e n t .

Tue s d ay ,  M ay  4           R e i c h ’s  E C  C hu r c h ,  M a r i e t ta ,  P A                7 :00  P M                

S a tu r d ay ,  M ay  8         C h r i s t  E C  C hu r c h ,  A l l e n town ,  P A                 9 :00  A M

Tue s d ay ,  M ay  1 1          M o h n ’s  H i l l  E C  C hu r c h ,  R e a d i n g ,  P A            7 :00  P M

T hu r s d ay ,  M ay  13        G r a c e  E C  C hu r c h ,  S c huy l k i l l  H ave n ,  P A       7 :00  P M
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National Conference



1  JOHN 2 :3 ,5

The Bishop's Top Ten Prayer & Praise 
P R A Y  F O R  T H E  W O R K  O F  T H E  S T A T I O N I N G  C O M M I T T E E  A S  W E  I D E N T I F Y  P A S T O R S  A N D  C O N G R E G A T I O N S  W H O  C A N         

“ F I T  A N D  F L O U R I S H . ”

A S K  T H E  L O R D  T O  P R O V I D E  H I S  C L E A R  D I R E C T I O N  A S  I  P L A N  N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  D U R I N G  T H E  P A N D E M I C .

J O I N  W I T H  M E  I N  P R A Y I N G  F O R  T H E  L O R D  T O  H E L P  O U R  C O N G R E G A T I O N S  S E E  H O W  T O  C R E A T I V E L Y  R E A C H  T H O S E

A R O U N D  U S  W I T H  T H E  G O O D  N E W S  A B O U T  J E S U S .

P R A Y  F O R  O U R  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E S  A S  T H E Y  C O N T I N U E  T O  M E E T  A N D  M I N I S T E R  D U R I N G  T H E

P A N D E M I C .

P R A Y  F O R  O U R  F E D E R A L  A N D  S T A T E  L E A D E R S  D U R I N G  T H I S  T I M E  O F  G R E A T  N A T I O N A L  S T R E S S .

T H A N K  T H E  L O R D  F O R  G O O D  W E A T H E R  W H I C H  H A S  A L L O W E D  M E  E A S Y  A N D  S A F E  T R A V E L  T O  P R E A C H .   I  L I K E

S N O W  –  B U T  N O T  O N  S U N D A Y  M O R N I N G !

P R A I S E  H I M  F O R  T H E  C O M M I T T E D  M I S S I O N A R Y  W O R K  B E I N G  D O N E  B Y  O U R  E C  M I S S I O N A R I E S  A L L  A R O U N D  T H E

W O R L D .

J O I N  M E  I N  T H A N K I N G  T H E  L O R D  F O R  T H E  E P I S C O P A C Y  C O M M I T T E E  W H O  S U P P O R T S ,  E N C O U R A G E S ,  A N D  P R A Y S

F O R  M E  A S  B I S H O P .

T H A N K  T H E  L O R D  F O R  T H E  M I N I S T R Y  O F  O U R  D I S T R I C T  F I E L D  D I R E C T O R S  W H O  H E L P  K E E P  O U R  D E N O M I N A T I O N A L

C O N N E C T I O N S  A L I V E  A N D  V I T A L .

A S  W E  C E L E B R A T E  V A L E N T I N E ’S  D A Y ,  T H A N K  T H E  L O R D  F O R  T H O S E  Y O U  L O V E  A N D  F O R  H I S  G R E A T  L O V E  F O R  U S !  
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During the months of February and March, the Ministerial Development

Associate, Rev. Jeffrey Byerly, will be observing a sabbatical from local and

denominational ministry. If there are items that need the attention of the

Ministerial Development Community (pastoral assessment, credentialing,

education, coaching, or pastoral health), please contact the Bishop and he will

answer your question or will put you in touch with the appropriate community

representative.
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Ministerial Development Community News

Rev. Jeffrey Byerly
Ministerial Development Associate



DUE DATES
*J a n .  15  -  D i s a b i l i ty  P aym e n t

$ 100 .00  &  P a s to r  C o m p e n s a t i o n

F o r m s  

*J a n .  25  -  A n nua l  S ta t i s t i c a l

R e p o r ts  &  M i n i s te r i a l  U p d a te  F o r m

I f  n o t  a l r e a dy  d o n e  s o ,  p l e a s e  m a i l  to   

 E C  C e n te r  o f f i c e  o r  e m a i l  to

o f f i c e@e c c e n te r .c o m  a s  s o o n  a s

p o s s i b l e .  

*W o r k e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  I n su r a n c e

I n f o r m a t i o n  due  30  d ays  a f te r

r e c e i p t  o f  th e  r e que s t  f o r  p ay r o l l

i n f o r m a t i o n .   T o  b e  i n  c o m p l i a n c e

w i th  a  n ew  P A  D e p t .  o f  W o r k e r s

C o m p e n s a t i o n  r e gu l a t i o n ,  a l l

c hu r c h e s  mus t  i n c lud e  th e i r

o f f i c i a l  c hu r c h  n a m e  a n d  tax  i d

num b e r  o n  th e  wo r k e r s

c o m p e n s a t i o n  r e que s t  f o r  p ay r o l l

i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .
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News from Executive Director

The deadline to distribute W-2s to employees, including pastors, is February 1, 2021, with the

employer filing deadline also February 1, 2021 if filed electronically or on paper.           

Social Security Administration’s Business Services Online (BSO), www.ssa.gov/bso, is an

easy, convenient method for producing the employee and employer copies of the W-2 on

white paper, no forms, and for filing the W-2s electronically with SSA.  We encourage all

church treasurers that produce their W-2s in-house to use the SSA BSO services.

Please remember that the EC Benefits administrative fee of $125 is due from churches on

April 15, 2021; retirees are not subject to the fee.  The 2021 disability premiums were due

January 15, 2021. Please remit them as soon as possible. The due dates for the

administrative fee and disability premium are listed in the Treasurer’s Guide available on

the EC Center website. 

 

Pastor’s Compensation forms were also due on January 15, 2021.  If you have not done so,

please return your compensation forms to Dave King as soon as possible.  We will be

contacting churches in early February that have not submitted 2021 compensation forms

and requesting compliance. 

 

You should have begun using the 2021 Ministry Fund forms for January offerings.  With the

discontinuation of affiliate funding beginning on Jan 1, 2021 there is no need for separate

ministry fund forms for the Eastern and Western regions.  One ministry fund form will be

used for all EC churches in all regions and all districts.  Any remaining offerings collected in

December 2020 should be remitted on the 2020 Ministry Fund forms.

 

The Annual Reports and fourth quarter Ministerial Update forms were also both due by

January 25, 2021.  Reports can be emailed to office@eccenter.com or mailed to the     

 EC Church Center, 100 W Park Ave., Myerstown, PA 17067.

 

The 2020 Business Mileage Reimbursement decreased to $.56/mile on January 1, 2021.

Year-end giving statements to donors must include a phrase similar to, or contain the

words, “no goods or services were exchanged for these contributions or consisted entirely

of a religious nature”.  The IRS has resources available, www.irs.gov, to assist with

charitable contributions; Tax Guide for Churches and Religious Organizations and

Publication 526 Charitable Contributions.

 

 Please contact Kevin  Henry or David King with any questions.

 Kevin Henry                                      David King

Executive Director                                       Benefits Administrator

khenry@eccenter.com                               dking@eccenter.com



T h e  A r t  o f  N e i g h b o r i n g :  C o n n e c t i n g

w i th  ou r  L o c a l  C o m mun i t i e s

T h i s  h a n d s-o n  wo r k s h o p  i s  d e s i g n e d  to

h e l p  you  exp l o r e  h ow  to  i d e n t i fy  p o i n ts  o f

i n te r s e c t i o n  b e twe e n  th e  D N A  o f  you r  c hu r c h

a n d  th a t  o f  th e  su r r oun d i n g  c o m mun i ty .  W i th

th e s e  i n s i g h ts ,  p a r t i c i p a n ts  w i l l  exa m i n e

ways  to  bu i l d  m i s s i o n a l  “b r i d g e s ”  b e twe e n

c hu r c h  a n d  c o m mun i ty .

T h e  a i m  o f  th e  i n te r a c t ive  s e s s i o n s  w i l l  b e

f o r  e a c h  c hu r c h  r e p r e s e n te d  to  g e n e r a te

a c t i o n  s te p s  to  bu i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d

m i n i s t r i e s  w i th  you r  n e i g h b o r s .  

T h r e e  te a c h i n g  s e s s i o n s  (W h o  a r e  we?       

 W h o  a r e  th ey?  W h a t  b r i d g e s  c a n  b e  c r e a te d

b e twe e n  us? )  a r e  f o l l owe d  by  h a n d s-o n

wo r k s h o p s  (c hu r c h  te a m s  a c tua l ly

p r o c e s s i n g  th e  m a te r i a l  th a t  wa s  s h a r e d ) .  

T h e  f i n a l  s e s s i o n  i s  d e s i g n e d  to  l e ave  e a c h

c hu r c h  te a m  w i th  s o l i d  p l a n s  a n d  a c t i o n

s te p s  towa r d  m i s s i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i th

th e i r  c o m mun i t i e s .

            

L e t ’s  ta l k  a b out  h ow  th i s  wo r k s h o p  m i g h t  f i t

th e  n e e d s  o f  you r  c hu r c h  f a m i ly  ( 7 1 7 -951-

8433  o r  r evc o o l@p td .n e t ) ;  a n d  wh e n  a

wo r k s h o p  wou l d  f i t  you r  s c h e du l e .
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Kingdom Extension Community News

T h e  A r t  o f  C o nve r s a t i o n  C o nve r s a t i o n !  

W h e n  wa s  th e  l a s t  t i m e  you  s ta r te d  a  c o nve r s a t i o n?  W i th

a  s t r a n g e r?  S m o o th?  Awkwa r d?  W h e n  wa s  th e  l a s t  t i m e  a

c o nve r s a t i o n  i n c lud e d  J e sus?

A s  C h r i s t i a n s ,  we  g e t  to  ta l k  a b out  J e sus .  S h a r i n g  J e sus

usua l ly  s ta r ts  w i th  a  c o nve r s a t i o n  a n d  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d

t rus t .  C o n s i d e r  d eve l o p i n g  n ew  c o nve r s a t i o n a l  s k i l l s .

T h i s  2-  o r  3-h ou r  wo r k s h o p  i s  a  c o nve r s a t i o n  a b out

c o nve r s a t i o n s .  T h e r e  i s  a n  a r t  to  m a k i n g  s p a c e  f o r

c o nve r s a t i o n s .  D i s c ove r  r e s ou r c e s ,  d eve l o p  i d e a s ,  a n d

p r a c t i c e  th e  a r t  o f  m ov i n g  f r o m  “h e l l o ”  to  s o m e th i n g

d e e p e r ,  eve n  g o s p e l  f o cus e d .

D e c i d i n g  to  b e  p r e p a r e d  usua l ly  gua r a n te e s  th ey  w i l l

h a p p e n .  R e s ou r c e s  a n d  i d e a s  w i l l  a d d r e s s  s ta r t i n g

c o nve r s a t i o n s ,  r e d i r e c t i n g  c o nve r s a t i o n s ,  a n d  l e av i n g

s p a c e  f o r  futu r e  c o nve r s a t i o n s .  

            

L e t ’s  ta l k  a b out  h ow  th i s  wo r k s h o p  m i g h t  f i t  th e  n e e d s  o f

you r  c hu r c h  f a m i ly  ( 7 1 7 -951-8433  o r  r evc o o l@p td .n e t ) ;  

a n d  wh e n  a  wo r k s h o p  wou l d  f i t  you r  s c h e du l e .



Contact information: If you need to contact the Global Ministries office for

information regarding missionaries available for speaking, to check addresses,

etc., please use the ecglobal@eccenter.com email from this point forward,

along with the EC Church Center general number, 717-866-7581.  

New Staff: We officially welcome our newest staff member to the Global

Ministries office, Denise “Dee” Jaramillo. Dee, a PA Native, returned to the

Lancaster County area after having served in the US Army and living in Texas

for 26 years. Her son, Alejandro (AJ), and his wife, Alba, are both active-duty

Marines stationed in North Carolina.  She is a member of Community EC, Sinking

Spring, where she serves on the worship team, the Division of Worship, and

leads the Women’s Mentoring Ministry.  We look forward to experiencing how

the Lord will use her gifts and graces for the next chapter of life and ministry

in the EC Church and the Global Ministries Community.  

·        

2021 Missions Directories are available. Please contact Church Center if you

would like one emailed to you, either as a PDF or in Word format. If you need a

printed copy, one will be mailed to you. We do not put this on our website since

some of our missionaries work in restricted access countries or assist those

who do so. Thank you for your understanding. 

·        

Looking ahead:  The VBS project for this year is to raise funds for Nepal.  The

land where the denominational headquarters is built also houses the

orphanage property and a church. If the land next door is sold to a private

owner or a business, they would have the right to object to the services and

training done at the headquarters. Since Christianity is barely tolerated in

this Hindu kingdom, things could be made very difficult for our churches there.

Our goal is to raise $10,000 towards the estimated purchase price of $30,000.

Please pray about this and see if your church, youth group or MMK group would

like to help. More information will be forthcoming in the next few months.  

·        

Prayer: Pray for our missionaries who are scheduled to travel back to the field

following brief visits home in the States in December and January.  Travel

is still a little tricky with newly instituted COVID-19 testing requirements

prior to travel allowance for some airlines and some layover countries still

closed to international travel.  Pray for smooth travel itineraries and patience

during last minute changes.

Rev. Ted Rathman              Dee Jaramillo                        ecglobal@eccenter.com

GMC Associate                            GMC Admin Assistant                      717-866-7581

Dear Friends,
 

Thank you so much for all the cards,

notes and even gifts on the occasion of

my retirement. I was overwhelmed by

your kind words and well wishes. 

As you can imagine, after 33 years with

Global Ministries it's taking some time to

adjust to a new way of life. However, I

am confident that God has something

else in store for me by way of serving

Him, and I look forward to this next

season of service. 

It's been a joy to meet so many of you

over the years, and I pray God's richest

blessings on you as well.

 

In Christ,

Pat Strain
 

EC LEADER FEBRUARY 2021 PAGE 07

Global Ministries Community
Our Missionary Family News



W i n te r  T h aw  2021

Y outh  R e t r e a t  p l a n n e d  by  Tw i n  P i n e s  f o r  c hu r c h

youth  g r oup s  a n d  i n d iv i dua l s .  Y outh  G r oup s  c a n

c o m e  a n d  Tw i n  P i n e s  ta k e s  c a r e  o f  a l l  th e

r e t r e a t  p r o g r a m i n g .  I n d iv i dua l s  c a n  c o m e  to

W i n te r  T h aw-C  a n d  Tw i n  P i n e s  w i l l  sup p ly  c a b i n

c oun s e l o r s .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b out

th e s e  r e t r e a t  we e k e n d s ,  g o  to  b i t . ly/2021W T .

 

 

W i n te r  T h aw-C :  F e b rua ry  1 2- 14

S p e a k e r :  R ev .  M a t t  S to l t z fus

2021  Sum m e r  C a m p  S c h e du l e

S o m e  o f  you  m ay  b e  a b l e  to  l o o k  out  you r  w i n d ows

a n d  s e e  s n ow.  A n d  o th e r s ,  a l th oug h  th e r e  i s  n o

s n ow,  i t  i s  s t i l l  n o t  s h o r ts  we a th e r .  But ,  n o  m a t te r

you r  s i tua t i o n ,  sum m e r 's  s t i l l  a-c o m i n ' .  A n d

w i th  sum m e r  i s  ove r n i g h t  c a m p s  a t  Tw i n  P i n e s .

T h e  2021  Sum m e r  C a m p  S c h e du l e  i s  ava i l a b l e

o n l i n e .  

C h e c k  out  th e  s c h e du l e  a n d  s ta r t  to  p l a n  wh a t  c a m p

you  w i l l  a t te n d  a n d /o r  s e n d  s o m e b o dy  to  th i s

sum m e r .  T h e r e  a r e  c a m p s  f o r  a l l  a g e s ,  a n d  s o m e

w i th  a  f o cus e d  i n te r e s t .  C h e c k  out  th e  c a m p s  a n d

wh e n  th ey  a r e  o f f e r e d  a t  tw i n p i n e s .o r g .
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What's Happening at Twin Pines in 2021

2021  Sum m e r  S ta f f

A p p l i c a t i o n

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  b e  o n

th e  2021  Sum m e r  S ta f f

i s  n ow  ava i l a b l e .  N ew

th i s  ye a r ,  you  c a n

c o m p l e te  i t  o n l i n e ;  f r o m

f i l l i n g  out  th e

a p p l i c a t i o n ,  to  g e t t i n g

you r  r e f e r e n c e s  -  a l l

f r o m  you r  p h o n e ,

ta b l e t ,  o r

c o m pute r .  M o r e

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b out  b e i n g

o n  sum m e r  s ta f f  i s

ava i l a b l e  a t

tw i n p i n e s .o r g
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STAFF

Rev. Bruce Hill - Bishop;     bhill@eccenter.com

Jodi Earhart - Assistant to the Bishop;     jearhart@eccenter.com

Kevin Henry - Executive Director;     khenry@eccenter.com

David King - Benefits Administrator          dking@eccenter.com

Denise Jaramillo - NC & GMC Admin Assistant;     djaramillo@eccenter.com

Shirley Long - Business Office Specialist;     slong@eccenter.com

Abigail Zimmerman - Business Office Specialist;     azimmerman@eccenter.com

Associates

Rev. Gary Kuehner - Church Health:     gkuehner@eccenter.com

Rev. Ted Rathman - Global Ministries:     pastorted@graceecchurch.org

Rev. Jeffrey Byerly - Ministerial Development:     jgbyerly@bethesdaec.org

Rev. Leslie Cool - Kingdom Extension:     revcool@ptd.net

EC 
Who We Are
"you are a chosen people.
You are royal priests, a
holy nation, God's very 
own possession.                      
As a result, you can show
others the goodness of
God, for he called you out
of the darkness into his
wonderful light."                 
1 Peter 2:9
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EC Center Staff and Associates
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Evangelical Congregational Church

100 West Park Avenue, Myerstown, PA 17067

717-866-7581

www.eccenter.com


