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Our Vision 

The Evangelical 
Congregational Church will 
be a dynamic movement of 
God that is led by pastors 
and laity who have a burning 
passion for God and a 
missionary zeal to reach the 
lost. We will creatively obey 
the Great Commission by 
transforming plateaued and 
declining churches into 
healthy, disciple-making 
churches that are committed 
to evangelizing the 
communities to which God 
has called them. Healthy 
churches will reproduce 
themselves by planting 
churches in least-reached 
communities. 
Interdependence will be the 
distinguishing mark of the 
Evangelical Congregational 
Church as local churches 
network with one another 
and ministries beyond the 
E.C. family to proclaim the 
Gospel to the world. 
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OOuutt  ooff  SSiigghhtt  aanndd  OOuutt  ooff  MMiinndd??  
 
 It’s satisfying to be part of a church that shares God’s heart for being “on 
mission” with Him to bring Christ to everyone, everywhere. It’s exciting to see followers of 
Jesus rediscovering that we’re all called to be missionaries in whatever part of the world 
He places us.  
 For those reasons I’m highlighting an opportunity and need related to our Global 
Ministries Commission. Although funded and directed through a separate structure from 
our National Conference, the people, programs, and priorities of the GMC are an integral 
part of who the E.C. Church is. 
 Mention “missions” and thoughts most likely turn to the 57 missionaries that our 
fellowship deploys in 12 different nations, through 20 different agencies. The strong 
support in prayer, funding, and resources we’ve directed to their ministry has been 
exceptional. May it always be so. 
 But there’s an amazing part of our missionary effort that somehow remains less 
visible. Due to distance and limited resources our international churches cannot regularly 
send some of their own to spend time among us telling us their story. It can seem that we 
have no “face” to remember when we pray, no individual to relate to. Unwittingly we allow 
them to be out of sight and out of mind. 
 Don’t let it happen. They are family. Some of the most amazing and effective 
ministry that we’re involved with takes place on their “mission field.” The E.C. Church of 
India sends missionaries into surrounding countries as well as their homeland. Out of that 
a cluster of churches was established in Nepal that’s multiplying disciples week after 
week. Our Liberian brothers and sisters are rebuilding a nation from the ravages of civil 
war while planting dozens of churches. In Japan a dream to begin a new congregation is 
taking shape in a country where less than .5% of the people know Jesus. In Mexico and 
Costa Rica believers move congregations toward self sufficiency in settings where 
traditional and official resistance to evangelicalism are substantial. 
 Pray for them. Obtain information from GMC that enable you to intercede for their 
leaders by name Lalrosiem Songate, Th.Janga, Matthew Gueh, Nobuo Abe, Elias Martinez, 
and William Arroya. Give for them. We relay on gifts to the GMC General Fund to raise 
support. Some of these brothers have never known anything but recession in their 
economy. So even as you make hard choices of sharing your resources, make them a 
priority. Match your willingness to sacrifice for the cause. Ask our Lord to keep our 
international partners clearly in sight and ever in mind. Blessings! 
 
       Bishop Kevin 
 
 
 



 

 

BISHOP’S TRAVELS… 

OCTOBER 2-3 Church Planter’s Retreat, Twin Pines 
  7-9 National Association of Evangelicals 
   Conference 
  10 St. Paul’s Church, Rothsville 
  18 Grace Church and Housing of Blessing Fellowship,  
   Ephrata 
  24 Strategic Planning Meeting, Bethel Church, Dixon, IL 
  25 Rock Falls Church, Rock Falls, IL 
 

 

BISHOP’S PRAYER LIST…  

 For the “Transformation - strategic planning process and the first team meeting on September 26. 
Ask Him to provide clarity, unity, and certainty to the discussions and decisions. 

 For the Evangelism and Discipleship Class I’ll be teaching at ETS this fall. 
 For an increased level of support for our international churches and the 

administrative cost of our Global Ministries Commission through the general 
offerings. 

 For the Church Center staff as we prepare for the transitions related to 
Administrative Assistant Jodi Earhart’s maternity leave and eventual change to 
part-time. 

 For our Controller Kevin Henry and associates in our Finance Office, 
Benefits & Compensation Administrator, Ken Wiest, and Benefits Corporation 

President, Becky Reigle who diligently seek to maximize our financial resources and manage our 
costs. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS … 
 

 Resources in Spanish… The brochure “Streams of Influence” that 
describes the major spiritual influences and core values of our 
movement is now available. Contact the EC Church Center. 
 

 CHANGE OF ADDRESSES:  
o Mailings for Rev. Gerald and Wilma Davison should all be 

sent to their home address (3022 Aris, NW, Warren, OH  
44485) not their former church.  

o Andrew Carr – 129 Albright Court, Myerstown, PA  17067 
o Rev. Glenn Lambert – 41 Blaine Avenue, Hatfield, PA  19440; 

215-362-8706 
o Rev. James Schwenk – 32 North Eighth Street, Columbia, PA  

17512; 717-684-6787. 

Bishop Kevin looks forward 
to the opportunity to visit 
and preach in all of our 

churches. If you would like 
to schedule a 2010 date for 

him to share with your 
congregation email 

jearhart@eccenter.com  



DENOMINATIONAL STORE… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call the Church Center (1-800-866-7581) or email (blong@eccenter.com) to place your order for 
the following: 

 2009 PICTORIAL DIRECTORY is available. For $5.00 you can have an up-to-
date pictorial directory of the pastors and leadership of the E.C. Church. The pictures 
were taken at the 2009 National Conference. Contact the EC Church Center. 

 The 2009 National Conference Journal  IS available. Contact the Church Center IF 
you have not already placed your order. The cost is: 

o Binder w/cover & spine insert  $7.00 
o Section Dividers    $3.50 
o Printed Contents    $12.00 
o Additional CD – WORD format  $5.00 

(One (1) copy of the Conference Journal on CD will be sent to each church FREE of 
charge.) 

 What can coaching do for you?  

 As noted last month, our Bishop, Kevin Leibensperger, as well as Les Cool have 
each committed to a second year of coaching with Tom Clegg. Ask either of them how 
much they value the experience. 

 In the near future the Conference Ministers: Gary Brown, Fred Moury and Bruce 
Wagner plan to enter into a coaching relationship with Tim Roehl. Also signing up for a 
six month coaching experience will be Bruce Hill, Jeff Martin, and Nathan Fry. All of us will 
also be looking to do some “hands on” learning as we seek to coach others. We will 
teleconference monthly with Tim Roehl as we seek to make coaching an integral part of 
the Evangelical Congregational Church. 

 Let me get back to the opening question: What can coaching do for you? If you are 
particularly curious, why not talk to one of us about allowing us to coach you. You can learn 
through experience as we walk together to focus on God’s calling on your life. 

 That is what coaching in the Evangelical Congregational Church will be all about: helping 
individuals, whether pastors or lay people, GROW. (GROW is an acronym for Goals, Reality, 
Options, What will you do?) It is all about cultivating Christ-like character, clarifying calling, 
creating community, and connecting with and engaging culture. 

 Plans are only beginning to take shape, but one day we hope to be able to offer to people 
across the National Conference the opportunity to have someone come alongside them for any 
chosen period of time to help them sharpen their focus on what God is calling them to be and to 
do. 



NEWS FROM BENEFITS AND COMPENSATION… 

 
NEWS ABOUT ALLONE: 
 You don’t have to take the ALLOne Health 
Risk Assessment (HRA) to join ALLOne! Although 
the HRA is an excellent tool for evaluating your 

overall health status and 
completion of the HRA is a 
requirement for the pastors & 
employees to receive the gift card, 
you don’t have to complete the 
HRA to take advantage of the 
information and help available to 
you from ALLOne. Go online and 
register at 

www.myallonehealth.com. You can decide what 
information you want to share with ALLOne and what 
information you get from them! This will give you 
access to the online and telephone Health Coaches, 
plus all the health, prescription and medical 
information that is available on the website. The #1 
health portal assessed by our members is the drug 
information guide. Remember for those who are 
AETNA participants, your ALLOne cost is included in 
the premium paid to the Benefits Corporation for 
your coverage. If you forgot your initial password, 
you can contact ALLOne Customer Service at 1-866-
430-2551 or Ken Wiest. 
 

 ALLOne & the EC Church – 
the first 6 months: The Benefits 
Corporation recently received a 
summary of the first 6 months of 
our partnership with ALLOne 
Health Management Solutions. We 
have 65% of our pastors and 22% 

of their dependents who have completed their Health 
Risk Assessment that calculates into 114 of the 274 
eligible E.C. members have completed an HRA. Of 
those 274 members, almost half are women and most 
of them are pastors’ wives. In most cases, these 
women are also covered by our Aetna Health 
Insurance. Our goal in the next year will be to 
encourage them to join and participate in our ALLOne 

program. We can only control our health care costs if 
we work at getting the whole family healthier. 
 
 Other ALLOne Programs: ALLOne offers 
the following programs to assist members with 
these chronic problems: Diabetes, Asthma, CHF, 
COPD, CAD, and Depression. There are also the 
following Lifestyle Programs: Prenatal, Tobacco 
Cessation, Weight Management, Lifestyle Coaching 
and Health. These programs are available at no 
additional cost to our members. Again, you can assess 
them by registering online at the ALLOne website or 
calling Customer Service. 
 
ELECTION NOT TO ENROLL FORM:  September is 
Open Enrollment month for our AETNA health 
insurance plan. For those pastors who are waiving 
coverage with Aetna because they have coverage 
under their spouse’s insurance or they have coverage 
through a previous employer, the Election Not to 
Enroll Form is due by September 28 to Ken Wiest, 
Benefits-Compensation Administrator. The form is 
available on the EC Church website under the 
Benefits Corporation section. 
 
 PARSONAGE REVIEW FORM:  The lay 
delegate of every church whose pastor lives in a 

church-owned home, is responsible to 
see that there is an annual walk-thru 
of the parsonage as outlined in the 
National Conference Rules Section 
1002b. At the time of the walk-thru, 

the Parsonage Review Form is to be completed, signed 
and submitted to that church’s Conference Minister. 
The Parsonage Review Form is available on the 
Compensation section of the EC Church website. 
 
 INFORMATION FOR SETTING THE 
PASTOR’S 2010 SALARY: Go to the EC Church 
website (www.eccenter.com) under Compensation, 
click 2010 Information and Forms. For the 2010 
Health Insurance rates, go to the Benefits 
Corporation section of the website. 

   



NEWS FROM THE GLOBAL MINISTRIES COMMISSION… 
 

 Reminder of Global Ministries Commission Meetings – October 6-7 
 Reminder of World Fest ’09: (updated schedule and bulletin inserts on 

GMC web page) 
1. Friday afternoon Pastor’s gathering: 12:00 Noon-3:00 pm at Zion E.C., 
Myerstown 
2. Friday Night Coffee House: 8-11 pm at Zion E.C., Myerstown 
3. Saturday’s Sessions: 8:00am – 3:00 pm at Evangelical Theological Seminary 
Commons, Myerstown 

 There are DVDs available to be shown in your church, Sunday School, 
mission group, etc.: 
 1.  Launch Liberia DVD (20 minutes) 
 2.  Japan: The Next Generation DVD (Tomoyuki & Jessica Abe. 8 minutes) 
  For copies, contact GMC office:  717-866-7584 

 Randy’s speaking/meeting schedule: 
 October 3 Penn-Jersey District Meeting 
   4 Trinity EC, Lititz to receive Launch Liberia donation 
   9-10 World Fest gatherings 
   11 People’s EC, East Weissport 
   17-18 Christ EC, Whiting, NJ mission conference 
   25 Zion EC, Clarks Valley 
Randy’s available Sundays in 2009:  December 13 & 20. Now scheduling for 2010. Contact Randy 717-
866-7584 or rsizemore@eccenter.com  

 

A Missional People with a Missional Purpose 

 A big thank you to the many churches that rapidly 
responded to the Bishop’s request to share what you are 
doing by way of creative outreach. We’ll periodically be 
celebrating those ideas with you. 

 Christ E.C. Church, also known as “the Blue Church” 
near Easton, PA hosted a Summer Family Festival instead 
of the usual VBS program. Fun activities, food, children’s 
ministry, and a non-threatening gospel presentation 
brought over 80 people on site, close to 40% of who had 
no church connection. Afterwards an area newspaper 
thanked the congregation for providing a “recession 
busting” event where families could “celebrate the 
summer.” Contact Pastor Brett Kindig; 
www.bluechurch.com to learn more. 



STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE 
  
This year’s National Conference launched a Strategic Planning Task Force with the objective to align 
and develop strategic initiatives that will empower the EC Church to realize her vision toward 
becoming a dynamic movement of God. The members of a forecast team have been recruited and the 
Prayer Mobilization Team is preparing prayer initiatives surrounding the overall project. We will be 
inviting all EC Church pastors and leaders to participate in regional gatherings to provide the team 
with valuable input for this process. Please set aside the date for one of the following regional 
meetings in your area. We will be providing you with more information in the near future about these 
events. We thank you for your interest, involvement, and expectation in this process. 
 

Dixon (Bethel), IL     October 24 (9am-1pm) 
Fogelsville (Hope Community), PA     October 24 (9am-1pm) 

Youngstown (Wedgewood Park), OH     October 31 (9am-1pm) 
Annville (Zion), PA     October 31 (9am-1pm) 

Lenhartsville (Salem), PA     November 14 (9am-1pm) 
Ephrata (Grace), PA     November 21 (9am-1pm) 

 
The task force forecast team will be meeting on September 26 in Myerstown, PA. The members of the 
team are:  
  
Co-Chair:  Rev. Jeff Byerly – Reedsville (Bethesda), PA 
C0-Chair:  Rev. Kevin Leibensperger – Bishop 
Jason Anderson – Dixon (Bethel), IL 
Rob Barley – Creswell (Bethany), PA 
Rev. Gary Brown – Great Lakes Region Conference  
 Minister 
Andrew Carr – Afolkey (Grace), IL 
Rev. Les Cool – Akron (Grace), PA 
David Dietrich – Weigelstown (St. David’s), PA 
Rev. Nathan Fry – Palmerton (Living Hope Lighthouse),  
 PA 
Rev. Terry Jacobs – Clarion (Riverhill), PA 
Rev. Joel Kime – Lancaster (Faith), PA 
Dave Kuipers – Sinking Spring (Community), PA 
Rev. Gordon Lewis – Harrisburg (Trinity), PA 
Maureen Logan – Myerstown (Zion), PA 

Rev. Chris Mann – Baltimore (Rosedale Community),  
 MD 
Bob McGinnis – Emlenton (New Zion), PA 
Diana Micklos – Fern (Trinity), PA 
Rev. Edwin Mieses – Hazleton (Buenas Nuevas), PA 
Rev. Fred Moury – Susquehanna Region Conference  
 Minister 
Christine Pense – Bethlehem (Emmanuel), PA 
Rev. Tim Ream – Tallmadge, OH 
Rev. Josh Reinders – Seneca, PA 
Rev. Adam Roberts – Kutztown (Grace), PA 
Bettina Schaeffer – Life Ministries, NY 
Rev. Tim Seiger – Lewisberry (Wyndamere Heights), PA 
Rev. Randy Sizemore – Director of Global Ministries 
Rev. Bruce Wagner – Delaware Region Conference  
 Minister 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH PLANTING NEWS… We are exploring the possibility of holding a 
Church Planters Assessment in 2009 and have several individuals interested in taking 
that step We are exploring opportunities to partner with two additional church plants – 
House of Blessing and Pastor Abe Martinez, Ephrata, PA (meeting in Grace EC) and Rick 
Sergi – Sonrise Fellowship (meeting in Arabic Living EC). 

 
 

 
 



 
 
The Women’s Ministry has launched a new website. It 
features a monthly Devotional, Tips & Hints, Book Reviews 
and Recipes. 

Check it out… http://ecwomen.web.officelive.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The EC Church Center is cleaning out 
our basement and we have two tables 
that we need to find new homes for.  
The bigger of the two tables is 95”L 
x 35”W x 29.5”H has 4 drawers (2 on 
each side) and what appears to be a 
laminate top.  The other table is 

smaller and is 53.25”L  x 36.5”W x 30.5”H.  As you can tell by the amount 
of boxes on top of the tables they are structurally sound but not so 
attractive. Nobody knows the age of the tables or where they came 
from. Both tables are FREE first come first serve. The new owner is 
responsible for hauling. 

Please contact the EC Church Center with any questions or to schedule 
pick-up. 

The Harrisburg Trinity 
Church is looking for a 

listening tape or CD for a 
cantata entitled “The 

Winter Rose” by Joseph 
Martin (Harold Flammer 

Music, a division of 
Shawnee Press, Inc.) 
Please contact Carol 

Wetzel, Director of Music 
at cjwetzel1@verizon.net 

Emmanuel EC, Hatfield is 
looking for additional copies of 

the Maranatha Music Praise 
Chorus Book, 1990 edition 

(purple). They currently have 
books that provide the words 

only; and are looking for spiral-
bound books that contain the 
sheet music. Please call Glenn 
Lambert at (215)855-2540 if 
you have any suggestions or 

offers. 


