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Her Father’s Heart

R
ecently the news told the story of a young woman who lost her father  
to an accident. She was still in high school when he passed away.  
The father was an organ donor, so a man who needed a new heart  
was the recipient. The young woman asked if she could keep in  
    contact with him by social media (email, etc.) and the man said yes.

 Fast forward about seven years, and the young woman is going to be married. 
She invited the man who was the recipient of her father’s heart to her wedding.  
In fact, he walked her down the aisle. They hadn’t ever met in person; they only 
had communicated by email and phone. As she met the man whose life her father 
had saved through his generous act, she greeted him and hugged him. Then she 
tenderly placed her hand over his beating heart – her father’s heart – for the first 
time since she was a teenager. For her, it was the next best thing to having her 
father there for her wedding.
 As you can imagine, there were a lot of tears shed that day. Tears of joy, tears 
of sorrow, happy memories of good times and sadness for the one who couldn’t 
be there to see his daughter’s special day. Even though the young lady’s father 
couldn’t be there physically, she felt his presence through that which he had given 
to another – a new chance at life.
 What a wonderful parallel for what Christ does for His followers!  We were  
dead in our sinful life, but He saves us and gives us new hearts – His heart – so  
that we can live forever with Him. 
 But the purpose of a new heart isn’t just to be a better person, it is to be more 
Christ-like. Scriptures often refer to those who deny God as being hard hearted; they 
don’t want to respond to God’s message of love and redemption because they don’t 
want to worship anything besides themselves. As believers, we are to have ‘soft’ or 
tender hearts, seeing others as Jesus sees them and showing them compassion.
 Instead of being judgemental and critical of others who are different from us,  
let us model the behavior of the One we say is our Lord and be true ‘Christ  
followers so those around us will see that we truly have our Father’s heart. 

“ May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who  
loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and  
good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every  
good deed and word.”  II Thessalonians 2:16-17 (NIV)

–Pat Strain
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O u R  M i S S i O n a R y  F a M i ly

◗ Dan Moury is scheduled to take another story-gathering trip to Africa later this 
month. Dan will be in Ghana the last two weeks of September to film and edit stories of 
how having God’s Word in their own languages has impacted some people groups. 

◗ Beth Grimm will return in early September from six weeks in Papua New Guinea. 
She has been at Ukarumpa, the headquarters for Wycliffe translation teams in the coun-
try. Beth helps to test, diagnose, and write lesson plans for students at the missionary 
school who have learning disabilities. This allows their parents to remain in missionary 
service rather than coming off the field due to their children’s educational needs.

◗ Kurt and Nancy G. combined a deputation trip east to Pennsylvania with a quick 
visit to their newest granddaughter in Washington, D.C.  Kurt & Nancy were in central PA in 
late June/early July to visit churches and family. They are grateful for the time with both, 
as well as safe travels from and back home to Michigan.

◗ Dan Dixon recently learned that he must update his educational requirements, due 
to new regulations recently enacted by the Kenyan government. This means he will need 
to do an additional six hours of master-level courses in the next year. Dan is planning on 
doing an online course/thesis each semester, in addition to his already busy schedule of 
teaching, coaching, and being a class advisor. Please keep him in prayer that he will be 
able to focus on all his responsibilities. 

◗ Brian and Micah Wagner took off in late August to return to Rift Valley Academy 
for the beginning of the school year, but Missy stayed behind another  two weeks to help 
daughter Hannah get settled in at Messiah College. Best wishes for a good freshman 
year, Hannah!

◗ Jonathan and Kathy Wilson give praise that the Binandere translators were 
able to arrive at Ukarumpa to help work on the New Testament translation. One of the 
pastor-translators had to drop out, but another was able to fill in. The men had to make a  
100-mile trip by boat, and then a 100-mile trip by bus to get there. That’s dedication, folks! 

◗ Jim & Janet Stahl spent some time in Bethlehem, PA in mid July; they said good-
bye to Jim’s aunt and hello to a new great-nephew on Janet’s side of the family. They spent 
early August in Washington D.C. at a Network of Biblical Storytellers Gathering, and this 
month they are on the road again to train story tellers in Asia and Africa.

◗ Ivy Limbert is now at Black Forest Academy in Germany. You can correspond with 
her at ilimbert@teachbeyond.org. Please keep Ivy in prayer as she begins this new season 
of service for the Lord.
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PRAYER NEEDS 
Pray for Yoriyoshi & Emiko Abe, 
church planters in Ebina, Japan

Rev. Don & Kathryn Kunkel, 
retired missionaries in Idaho
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PRAYER NEEDS 
Ivy Limbert – beginning  

her missionary service as  
a teacher at Black Forest  
Academy in Germany; for  

quick adjustment to culture 

This Labor Day, remember  
those who labor for the Lord; 

some in very hostile fields.  
Pray for safety and strength.

Dave Hershey – new school  
year on Penn State – Berks  

Campus; ministry to students

Pray for our Mexican  
EC churches. Pray for  

safety as the wars between  
the drug cartels are  

heating up again.

Beth Grimm – safety in  
return home from Papua  

New Guinea where she’s been 
working with MK students

Dan Dixon – unexpected  
Kenyan gov’t requirement  
for more education; time  

& energy to fit it in schedule

Pray for those involved  
in campus ministry; they  
work in an increasingly  

hostile environment

10 11 12 13 – Gwen Melger* 14 15 16

PRAYER NEEDS 
Ron & Brenda Anderson –  

working with church planters  
in Spain as well as prison  
ministry to women; health  

issues for Brenda

Dan Moury – safety in  
traveling and filming of how  
scripture in mother tongue  
impacts people  in Ghana 

David & Celia Dick  
– serving with OMS at  

headquarters in  
Greenwood, IN

Pray that those who  
participated in a short term  

mission experience this summer 
will seek God’s will regarding 

further service

Pray for Major Josh Metz, 
Brigade Chaplain for the  

780th MI Brigade at  
Ft. Meade, MD

Pray for the EC  denominational 
leadership, particularly the  
Kingdom Extension, Church 

Health, & Ministerial  
Development Associates

Roy & Sue Haglund  
– working at MAF  

headquarters in Nampa,  
Idaho; new grandchild
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PRAYER NEEDS 
Pray for the EC Church of Liberia 

and its 36 individual churches. 
Pray that the country can  

move forward.

Kurt & Nancy G. – working  
with young people who  
feel called to service in  
closed access countries

Pray for the EC Church of Nepal  
- safety for the pastors and  

believers in this Hindu nation

Jamie & Anita Farr – working at 
Wycliffe headquarters in Orlando, 

FL and home schooling

Pray for the persecuted Church 
around the world; China is now 
targeting Christian events for 

elementary school ages

Pray for the EC Church  
of Japan, as they seek 

 to impact their communities  
for Christ

Pray for the 13 District Field 
Leaders, as they work to create  

a spirit of unity and cast a  
vision within their districts
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PRAYER NEEDS 
Pray for the EC Church of India, 
made up of six presbyteries that 

represent six different tribes. Pray 
for unity of spirit and purpose.

Marcia Hopler, prayer  
warrior and retired missionary 

living in Philadelphia, PA

Pray for Bishop Bruce Hill  
as he prepares for the  

fall National Ministry Team  
meeting next month

Randy & Chris Amberman  
– pray that plans for  
Neighborhood House  

can go forward

Pray for church planters  
around the world, that they  

may see fruit for their labors.

Chris & Deb Bowers  
– ministering as pilot/trainer  

& with families at Moody  
Aviation in Washington

Pray for GMC Associate  
Rev. Randy Sizemore  
as he prepares for the 

 fall GMC meetings

g i v e  o n l i n e  a t  www.eccenter.com

*denotes retiree
+ denotes candidate

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
October 7 – Adam Schubert (1996)
October 10 – Chrisanne Amberman

October 11 – Mary Ellen Davis *

ANNIVERSARIES 
September 3 – Dave & Celia Dick

September 3 – Ron & Brenda Anderson
September 3 – Ed & Val Schubert


