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100 CHAPTER I – ARTICLES OF FAITH 
 
 The following Articles contain our confession of Christian Faith: 
 
101 OF GOD 
 There is but one true and living God, an eternal Being, a Spirit without body, indivisible, of infinite 
power, wisdom, and goodness, the Creator and Preserver of all things, visible and invisible. In this Godhead 
there is a Trinity, of one substance and power, and coeternal, namely, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
 
102 OF JESUS CHRIST 
 The Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only begotten Son of God, was born of the Virgin Mary, grew into 
perfect manhood and became acquainted with all the infirmities, temptations, and sorrows of men. In Him 
dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead, so that, uniting Deity and humanity in one Christ, He is sole Mediator 
between God and man. He gave His life a ransom for all and by His death on the cross made a full, perfect and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world. He rose from the dead and 
ascended into heaven, wherein He abideth, our great High-Priest and King, and must reign until all things are 
put in subjection under Him. 
 
103 OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son, and of the same eternal nature, power, and 
glory, is everywhere present with men to convict of sin, work newness of life in them that believe, and lead 
them into all truth. 
 
104 OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
 By the Holy Scriptures we understand those canonical books of the Old and New Testaments, which 
the church has at all times received as such. These books in order are as follows: 
 The Old Testament 
 Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I Samuel, II Samuel, I Kings, 
II Kings, I Chronicles, II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, the Psalms, the Proverbs of Solomon, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 
 
 The New Testament 
 Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, The Acts, Epistle to the Romans, I Corinthians, II Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I Thessalonians, II Thessalonians, I Timothy, II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 
Hebrews, Epistle of James, I Peter, II Peter, I John, II John, III John, Jude, Revelation. 
 These Scriptures, given by Divine inspiration, contain the will of God concerning us in all things 
necessary to our salvation; so that whatever is not contained therein nor can be proved thereby is not to be 
enjoined on any as an article of faith. 
 
105 OF HUMAN DEPRAVITY 
 All men have sinned, and they inherit a depravity of nature that is continually propagated in the 
entire race of Adam. This corruption of nature so far removes them from the original righteousness of man 
that of themselves they have no ability to recover from their fallen condition but are continually inclined to 
that which is evil. 
 
106 OF SALVATION THROUGH CHRIST 
 The love of God has made salvation possible to all through the mediation of Jesus Christ, whereby 
every man is graciously provided with freedom of will to accept or reject the offer of eternal life. 
 
107 OF REPENTANCE 
 Repentance is sorrow for sin, wrought in the heart by the power of the Holy Spirit. The awakened 
sinner is thereby made to recognize the holiness of God, the righteousness of His law and the guilt and shame 
of his own perverse nature. Thus deeply humbled, he turns unto God and forsakes his sins. 
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108 OF JUSTIFICATION 
 Justification is that act of God by which, when we yield ourselves in full confidence to our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, we are freely acquitted from the guilt of sin and accounted righteous in His sight. We are 
accordingly justified, not by works which we perform, but by faith in Him who died for us. 
 
109 OF REGENERATION 
 Regeneration is that work of the Holy Spirit wrought in us whereby we are made partakers of the 
divine nature and experience newness of life in Christ Jesus. By this new birth, the believer becomes a child of 
God, receives the spirit of adoption, and is made an heir of the kingdom of heaven. 
 
110 OF THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT 
 The witness of the Spirit is an inward impression on the soul, whereby the Spirit of God, the heavenly 
Comforter, immediately convinces the regenerate believer that he has passed from death unto life, that his 
sins are all forgiven, and that he is a child of God. 
 
111 OF SANCTIFICATION 
 Entire sanctification, or Christian perfection, is a state of righteousness and true holiness that every 
regenerate believer may attain. It consists in being cleansed from all sin; loving God with all the heart, soul, 
mind, and strength; and loving our neighbor as ourselves. This gracious state of perfect love is attainable in 
this life by faith, both gradually and instantaneously, and should be earnestly sought by every child of God; 
but it does not deliver us from the infirmities, ignorance and mistakes that are common to man. 
 
112 OF GOOD WORKS 
 The Holy Spirit dwelling in man begets within him love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
temperance, and all other ennobling virtues, and these show themselves in numerous outward acts, which 
become so many evidences of a living faith. Although such good works cannot put away sin, they are ever 
well-pleasing and acceptable in the sight of God. 
 
113 OF APOSTASY 
 The gracious help of God is pledged to all those who continue steadfast in faith; but, on account of 
man’s free will, which no power may coerce, apostasy from God is possible so long as we continue in the flesh. 
Wherefore, constant watchfulness, prayer, and holy living are necessary on the part of man, lest he fall away 
from the grace of God, grieve and quench the Holy Spirit, and lose his soul at last. 
 
114 OF IMMORTALITY 
 The soul of man is immortal and, on its separation from the body at death, continues in a conscious 
state of existence in the world of spirits. It there either enters into bliss or undergoes torment, according to its 
character as formed and fixed in the present life. 
 
115 OF THE RESURRECTION 
 Christ did truly rise from the dead and took again his own body and ascended into heaven. Likewise, 
all the dead shall be raised up by the power of God through Christ, both the just and the unjust; but those who 
have done good shall come forth unto an eternal life of glory, and those who have wrought wickedness shall 
be adjudged to everlasting punishment. 
 
116 OF THE FINAL JUDGMENT 
 God has appointed a day in which He will judge all men by Jesus Christ, to whom is committed the 
judgment of this world. We must all, accordingly, appear before the judgment seat of Christ who will judge in 
righteousness in accordance with the gospel and our response thereto.  
 
117 OF HEAVEN 
 Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has provided for those who are redeemed by His grace a heavenly 
and eternal rest, into which He purposes ultimately to gather them and dwell with them in unspeakable glory. 
There shall be no more sorrow, pain, or death, and the glorified saints shall see God and walk in His light 
forever. 
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118 OF HELL 
 The incorrigible sinner, having rejected Christ and all the offers and opportunities of grace, is without 
God and without hope in the world and makes himself a child of Satan. When he dies, his soul awakes to the 
torment of hell, from which there is no promise or hope of deliverance, but the sentence of everlasting 
punishment prepared for the devil and his angels. 
 
119 OF THE CHURCH 
 The holy general church consists of the great body of believers who confess the Lord Jesus Christ and 
have life in Him. The individual church is a congregation or society of Christian believers, in which the pure 
worship of God is maintained, His holy word is preached, and His commandments and ordinances are 
sacredly observed. 
 
120 OF THE MINISTRY 
 The ministry of the gospel is a sacred office and calling, ordained by Christ for the proclamation of 
His truth in all the world and for the orderly administration of the sacraments, the worship, and the Discipline 
of the Evangelical Congregational Church. No man may assume this office without the conviction of a divine 
call thereto and the recognition and ratification of that call by the church. 
 
121 OF BAPTISM 
 The sacrament of baptism is the formal application of water to an infant, or to an adult believer, in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, as a visible sign and seal that the person so 
consecrated stands in a holy covenant relation to God and His people. 
 
122 OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 The Lord’s Supper is not merely a token of love and union that Christians ought to have among 
themselves but is a sacrament instituted in memory of the sufferings and death of Christ, whereby those who 
rightly and worthily receive the same partake of the body and blood of Christ by faith, not in a bodily but in a 
spiritual manner, in eating the broken bread and in drinking the blessed cup. We thereby also continually 
show forth our Christian faith and hope. 
 
123 OF CHURCH POLITY 
 The Lord Jesus Christ ordained no particular form of government for His church, so that whatever 
polity, rules, regulations, rites, and ceremonies are adopted and approved by common authority, and are not 
repugnant to the word of God, may be acknowledged as sufficient to constitute a true church of the living God. 
Such polity, rules, rites, and ceremonies may be lawfully changed from time to time, as the needs of men and 
the diversity of nations, countries, and manners may require. 
 
124 OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT 
 Civil government is an ordinance of God, grounded in the necessities of human nature and essential 
to the maintenance of public order, the security of personal rights, and the punishment of evil-doers. It is the 
duty of all men to be subject to the supreme authority of the country in which they reside and to respect and 
honor the civil magistrates. 
 
125 OF THE EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD 
 The gospel is designed for all nations, its field of operation is the whole world, and the church and 
people of God are under solemn obligation to make known its saving truth and power among the heathen. To 
this great work we are impelled and encouraged by the command of the Lord and the promises and 
prophecies of the Holy Scriptures. 
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130 CHAPTER II – CHRISTIAN PERFECTION 
 
131 TAUGHT IN THE WORD OF GOD 
 We believe that the doctrine of Christian Perfection is clearly taught in the Word of God. For this 
reason it is accepted as one of the cherished doctrines of the Evangelical Congregational Church. God said to 
Abram, as recorded in Genesis 17:1: “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.” Our Lord and 
Savior expressly said to His disciples, as recorded in Matthew 5:48: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” Furthermore, to effect this great end was plainly one of the leading purposes of God in 
instituting the church and calling laborers into His vineyard. Hear Paul to the Ephesians, “It was he who gave 
some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to 
prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up, until we all reach unity 
in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ” Ephesians 4:11-13. Paul further taught with much emphasis that the best way to attain to 
this high standard was to preach the sinless Christ as our pattern of perfection. See Colossians 1:28: “We 
proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom so that we may present everyone perfect 
in Christ.” 
131.1 Summary of John Wesley’s Teaching 
 As to the character of this work of grace, when attainable, and its effect upon its possessor, that most 
excellent summary given by John Wesley in the year 1764 fully meets our views. This statement was made 
after the thought and experience of Mr. Wesley had attained their full ripeness. He had given much thought to 
this doctrine and, finally, after a careful review of the whole subject, wrote the sum of what he had observed 
in a number of brief propositions, to which we as a body of Christians most heartily subscribe. These 
propositions are as follows as found in A PLAIN ACCOUNT OF CHRISTIAN PERFECTION, Rev. John Wesley, 
1764: 
 1. There is such a thing as perfection; for it is again and again mentioned in the Scriptures. 
 2. It is not so early as justification; for justified persons are to ‘go on unto perfection’ (Hebrews 

6:1). 
3.  It is not so late as death; for St. Paul speaks of living men that were perfect (Philippians 3:15). 

 4.  It is not absolute. Absolute perfection belongs not to man, nor to angels, but to God alone. 
 5.  It does not make a man infallible; no one is infallible while he remains in the body. 
 6.  Is it sinless?  It is not worthwhile to contend for a term. It is ‘salvation from sin.’ 

7.  It is ‘perfect love’ (I John 4:18). This is the essence of it; its properties or inseparable fruits are 
rejoicing evermore, praying without ceasing, and in everything giving thanks (I Thessalonians 
5:16, etc.). 

8.  It is improvable. It is so far from...being incapable of increase, that one perfected in love may 
grow in grace far swifter than he did before. 

 9.  It is losable, capable of being lost; of which we have numerous instances... 
 10.  It is constantly both preceded and followed by a gradual work. 
 11. But is it in itself instantaneous or not? In examining this, let us go on step by step. An 

instantaneous change has been wrought in some believers; no one can deny this. Since that 
change, they enjoy perfect love; they feel this and this alone; they ‘rejoice evermore, pray 
without ceasing, and in everything give thanks’...But in some this change was not 
instantaneous. They did not perceive the instant when it was wrought. It is often difficult to 
perceive the instant when a man dies; yet there is an instant when life ceases. And if even sin 
ceases, there must be a last moment of its existence, and a first moment of our deliverance from 
it. 

 ‘But if they have this love now they will lose it.’  They may; but they need not. And whether they 
do or no, they have it now; they now experience what we teach. They now are all love; they now rejoice, 
pray and praise without ceasing. 
 ‘However, sin is only suspended in them; it is not destroyed.’ Call it which you please; they are 
all love today; and they take no thought for the morrow. 
 ‘But this doctrine has been much abused.’ So has that of justification by faith. But that is no 
reason for giving up either this or any other scriptural doctrine... 
 ‘But those who think they are saved from sin say they have no need of the merits of Christ.’ They 
say just the contrary. Their language is ‘Every moment, Lord, I need the merit of thy death.’ They never 
before had so deep, so unspeakable a conviction of the need of Christ in all His offices as they have now. 



 

 
Part 1 - Pg. 5 

 Therefore all our preachers should make a point of preaching perfection to believers 
constantly, strongly and explicitly; and all believers should mind this one thing, and continually agonize 
for it... 
 This is...the doctrine of Jesus Christ...It is the doctrine of St. Paul, the doctrine of St. James, of St. 
Peter, and St. John...(It is) found in the oracles of God, in the Old and New Testaments...Look at it again; 
survey it on every side,...and that with the closest attention. In one view it is purity of intention, 
dedicating all the life to God. It is the giving to God of all our heart; it is one desire and design ruling all 
our tempers. It is the devoting of, not a part, but of all our soul, body and substance to God. In another 
view, it is all the mind which was in Christ, enabling us to walk as Christ walked. It is the cleansing of the 
heart from all filthiness, all inward as well as outward pollution. It is a renewal of the heart in the whole 
image of God; the full likeness of Him that created it. In yet another view it is the loving God with all the 
heart and our neighbor as ourselves. Now take it in whichever of these views you please, for there is no 
material difference, and this is the whole and sole perfection... 
 Now let this perfection appear in its native form, and who can speak one word against it? Will 
any dare to speak against loving the Lord our God with all our heart and our neighbor as ourselves?...It 
must be disguised before it can be opposed...Does not all that is within you cry out, ‘O, who that loves can 
love enough’?...We allow, we contend, that we are justified freely through the righteousness and the 
blood of Christ...we expect likewise to be sanctified wholly through His Spirit. We do expect to love God 
with all our heart and our neighbor as ourselves. Yea, we do believe that He will in this world so ‘cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts, by the inspiration of His Holy Spirit, that we shall perfectly love Him, and 
worthily magnify His Holy name.’ 

 Let it therefore be considered not only a privilege, but the duty of all true believers to strive earnestly 
to attain to Christian perfection and, in so far as they have ability and opportunity, to encourage all others to 
“press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  
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140 CHAPTER III – CHRISTIAN PRACTICE 
 The purpose of this section is to provide members of the Evangelical Congregational churches with 
positive guidance for Christian living and to warn them against actions and attitudes that detract from 
Christian character and service. Every effort has been made to support these admonitions by the teachings of 
Scripture. Of course, they are not intended to replace the biblical ethic, nor are they intended to provide an 
exhaustive statement of the will of God for His people. They are set forth to call attention to important 
spiritual and moral issues of the day, and it must not be presumed that any and all practices not specifically 
addressed here are necessarily sanctioned by the denomination. 
 
141 INTRODUCTION 
 The theology of the Evangelical Congregational Church, as set forth in the Articles of Faith, is oriented 
to the practice of Christian faith. There is always an integral connection between the church’s theology and its 
ethics. Beliefs shape lifestyle, either to produce good fruit or to bring forth evil fruit. 
 A major thrust of the Scriptural principles enumerated by the Articles of Faith is Christian living, a 
consequence of our salvation. As Paul suggests, faith is always active in love (Galatians 5:6). The believer 
trusts in Christ and is saved by acceptance of God’s gift. Faith not only saves (brings forgiveness and 
regeneration) but faith works. It nurtures love toward God and neighbor. Loving God means doing all that the 
relation of love requires. This includes devotion to God, prayer, study of the Scriptures, witness to our faith, 
and abstention from practices that reflect love for the world more than love for God. Loving our neighbors 
involves sharing what we have to give, feeding the hungry, providing services for the aged, and working 
toward the elimination of the injustices in society. 
 
142 SPIRITUAL STANDARDS 
142.1 Personal Devotional Life 
 The Bible commands every believer to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). Especially helpful in this process is faithfulness in prayer, in Bible study, in the 
Christian walk, in observance of the Lord’s Day, in the stewardship of life and substance, and in anticipation of 
the return of Christ. 
 142.1.1 Prayer 

142.1.1.1 Our blessed Lord taught His disciples that they “should always pray and not give 
up” (Luke 18:1). He also gave them a brief and comprehensive model, embodying the 
elements of true prayer (Matthew 6:9-13). In like manner, the Apostle Paul admonishes 
Christians to “pray continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 
142.1.1.2 Prayer is not to be regarded simply as a Christian duty, but always as the blessed 
privilege of every sincere believer (Matthew 7:7-11). 
142.1.1.3 The Scriptures teach us that all matters and concerns of ours are proper subjects 
of prayer (Exodus 15:24; 1 Samuel 1:27; Matthew 6:13; Luke 1:13; Acts 4:29; 1 Timothy 2:2-
3). 
142.1.1.4 To be effectual, prayer must be offered in faith (Mark 11:24; Hebrews 11:6; James 
1:6) and should include elements of adoration, confession, contrition, supplication, 
intercession, and thanksgiving. 
142.1.1.5 Prayer should be offered in the name of Christ (John 14:13) and should be marked 
by complete surrender to the will of God so that with Christ we may say, “not as I will, but as 
you will” (Matthew 26:39). 
142.1.1.6 Let every member of our church, therefore, respond faithfully to the duty and 
privilege of prayer, remembering that the Holy Spirit ever stands ready to aid us in prayer 
(Romans 8:26). 

 142.1.2 Bible Study 
We believe the Bible to be the inspired, infallible Word of God given to show us, by the aid of 

the Holy Spirit, our sinful condition before God. It likewise shows us the way of salvation and 
provides the instruction we need to develop spiritually and to walk acceptably before God in the new 
path of faith (2 Timothy 3:16). Therefore: 

142.1.2.1 Read the Bible daily. The Bereans were wise as well as “noble” in that they 
“examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true” (Acts 17:11). 
142.1.2.2 Read the Bible prayerfully. “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your 
law” (Psalms 119:18). 
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142.1.2.3 Memorize Scripture. The Apostle Paul said, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly” (Colossians 3:16). This is necessary for our own guidance (Psalms 119:11) as well as 
for our equipment for Christian service (2 Timothy 3:17). 
142.1.2.4 Develop a systematic method of study, utilizing resources such as study guides, 
concordances, Bible dictionaries, and commentaries. 
142.1.2.5 For mutual edification, study the Bible with other believers in Sunday school, 
midweek services, and home Bible study groups. 

142.1.3 Christian Walk 
Steadfastness in prayer and Bible study should lead to loving God with all the mind and heart 

and patterning our lives after Christ. This will manifest itself in a life of purity and well-doing, which 
is approved of God and beneficial to humanity. Evidences of the devoted life include: 

142.1.3.1 Seeking to show compassionate concern for the unsaved, pressing upon them the 
claims of the gospel, inviting them to the services of God’s house, and acquainting them with 
His people. 
142.1.3.2 Cultivating a spirit of sympathy, helpfulness, and mercy toward the neglected and 
suffering by feeding the hungry, clothing the destitute, giving shelter to the homeless, and 
visiting the sick, the lonely and the imprisoned, according to the opportunity and ability that 
God gives (Luke 4:18; Matthew 25:35-40; Isaiah 61:1). 
142.1.3.3 Helping those who are of the household of faith, loving, forbearing, and forgiving 
them as brethren (Galatians 6:10; Colossians 3:13). 
142.1.3.4 Seeking to promote peace, goodwill, and justice among all people (Proverbs 29:7, 
Matthew 5:6, Romans 12:18). 

 142.1.3.5 Speaking the truth in love and nothing but the truth (Ephesians 4:15). 
142.1.3.6 Exercising the Christian profession with a life of faith, virtue, knowledge, patience, 
self-control, godliness, modesty, honesty, and love (Galatians 5:22-23)  in all circumstances 
and conditions of life so that the gospel is not hindered. 

 142.1.4 Observing the Lord’s Day 
142.1.4.1 “After God finished His work of creation, He rested on the seventh day” (Genesis 
2:2). Reflecting this pattern of creation, one day of the week was divinely ordained for man’s 
benefit as a day of rest. (Exodus 20:8-10; 31:15; 34:21; Mark 2:27). 
142.1.4.2 This day, blessed of God, was to be kept holy. In Old Testament times this Sabbath 
Day (the seventh day of the week) was strictly observed by the faithful. 
142.1.4.3 Since the Resurrection of Christ took place on the first day of the week, we regard 
Sunday as the day to be observed as the Christian’s day of rest and worship, in joyful 
celebration of Christ’s Resurrection. In this we follow the early disciples’ observance of the 
first day of the week (John 20:19, 26; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2; Revelation 1:10). 
142.1.4.4 Sunday is therefore to be observed appropriately insofar as possible by our 
members, through rest from the normal pursuits of labor and cultivation of corporate 
worship, private devotion, fellowship with one’s family and brothers and sisters in Christ, 
and engaging in deeds that bring praise to the name of our Lord. In those situations in which 
employment obligations require work on Sunday, Christians are strongly encouraged to set 
aside another day to observe in a similar manner inasmuch as possible. 

 142.1.5 Stewardship of Life and Substance 
142.1.5.1 God, the maker and owner of all things has given to us all that we have and are in 
life (Genesis 1:1; 1:26; Psalms 24:1; 50:10; Haggai 2:8). Therefore the Bible repeatedly calls 
us to responsible stewardship (Matthew 25:14-15; Luke 19:13; 1 Corinthians 4:2; Romans 
14:12; 1 Corinthians 6:19; 1 Timothy 1:11). We are required to be good stewards of 
everything – our bodies, our time, our talents, our money, our possessions, the gospel 
message, and the very earth on which we live. All things are to be held in sacred trust for God 
and are to be used in a manner that will bring glory to Him. 
142.1.5.2 Accordingly, the sacredness of life is to be upheld; time, talents, and possessions 
are to be used wisely in the service of God and mankind; the gospel message is to be 
constantly proclaimed; and natural resources are to be utilized carefully. Money should be 
used to advance that which is good rather than squandered on selfish delights and activities 
that do not glorify God. 
142.1.5.3 One helpful expression of our stewardship response to God, along with the giving 
of ourselves first to Him (2 Corinthians 8:5), lies in the practice of tithing: voluntarily, 
cheerfully, and systematically giving at least one-tenth of our income to our Lord through His 
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church (1 Corinthians 16:2). Such funds are then to be used in support of the institutions of 
the church, the spread of the gospel, and the alleviation of the distressed. 
142.1.5.4 The gift of human life is an embodied life; as believers, Christians are those in 
whom the Holy Spirit dwells (Genesis 2:7; 1 Corinthians 6:12-19). Therefore, we are 
required to care for our bodies in order to be used more effectively in the work of the 
kingdom of God (Romans 6:11-14). This means that physical exercise, restraint in eating, 
regular wellness checks, and due attention to injury and illness should be considered 
important aspects of our Christian stewardship. 

 142.1.6 Anticipating the Return of Christ 
142.1.6.1 One of the greatest incentives for holy living and faithful Christian service is belief 
in the personal and certain return of the Lord Jesus Christ in power and glory (John 14:3; 1 
John 3:2-3). As individual believers and as a church we affirm our faith in the promise given 
when Jesus ascended to the Father that He would return in the same way as the disciples had 
seen Him go (Acts 1:11). This truth should be proclaimed by our pastors and teachers. 

142.2 Family Devotional Life 
142.2.1 The family is a divine institution (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6; Ephesians 5:31) wherein 
husbands and wives are to grow in their loving relationship to one another and to God (Ephesians 
5:25-33), and where children are to be reared in the Discipline of the Evangelical Congregational 
Church and instruction of the Lord (Ephesians 6:1-4). Parents, especially fathers, have God-given 
roles as leaders in the matter of the family devotional life (Genesis 18:19; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 
1:2-28; Ephesians 6:4; 2 Timothy 1:5). 
142.2.2 The children, a sacred trust from God, are to learn of God and Christ from their parents 
through their godly example and through the biblical truth that they teach and practice in the home. 
Such instruction will encourage personal commitment to Christ and the fashioning of Christian 
lifestyle for all members of the family. 
142.2.3 Deuteronomy 6:6-7 is a classic biblical example of how a home should function according to 
God’s pattern. God said, “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up.” 
142.2.4 A proper devotional atmosphere in the home brought about by the daily participation of 
each member in private and corporate prayer, Scripture reading, and worship will produce an 
abiding influence upon each family member (Proverbs 22:6). The reading of Christian books and 
periodicals will likewise aid in the enrichment of the family devotional life. In such a spiritual climate 
all things will be done for the glory of God, and the awareness of His presence will beautify the home. 

142.3 Corporate Devotional Life 
142.3.1 Every believer in Christ should involve himself or herself in the life and service of the local 
church. Every believer is a member of the body of Christ and all members are needed for the proper 
functioning of that body. Each one of us has been given at least one gift or talent wherewith to edify 
another (Ephesians 4:11-16; Romans 12:4, 6; 1 Corinthians 12). 
142.3.2 As a believer, you are called to invest your life in service for Christ and His church, express 
your love for Christ by being faithful in attendance at the services of the church (Hebrews 10:25), by 
receiving the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, by using God-given gifts to the fullest 
extent for His glory, and by combining your talents and abilities with those of other believers as you 
assume a responsible share in the work of spreading the gospel message both at home and abroad. 

142.4 Thought Life 
 Scripture alerts us to “pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God” and exhorts us to 
“take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). Hence, we must not only 
pattern our actions after Christ, we must guard our thoughts and beliefs as well. 
 Humanism rejects the supernatural and teaches that what we can see and touch is the only reality. 
More subtle, and more widespread, are many varieties of “spiritual” teachings that are not “after Christ.” 
These include exotic religions old and new, some fraternities and semireligious organizations, the so-called 
New Age Movement, Transcendental Meditation, astrology, self-improvement techniques, occult healing 
therapies, martial arts, and other occult practices and even games. 
 Remembering that Satan seeks to deceive even the most faithful of believers (1 Peter 5:8-9; 1 
Timothy 4:1), it is important to develop a biblically informed discernment to detect such influences wherever 
they appear. They may surface as part of a school curriculum, as a business seminar designed to “increase 
creativity and productivity,” or as seemingly innocuous techniques to increase vitality and reduce stress. 
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 For evangelical Christians, the Bible, God’s infallible Word, is the sole authority for our faith and 
practice. Jesus Christ is the only Savior (Acts 4:12) and faith in Him is the only Way to Heaven. He is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through Him (John 14:6). The Apostle exhorts us 
that “no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 
3:11). Those who receive Christ by faith are children of God (John 1:12); they have been “rescued...from the 
dominion of darkness and brought...into the kingdom of the Son” (Colossians 1:13); they have been called 
“out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). 
 Holding these biblical teachings, we caution our members against involvement with practices, 
organizations or movements that advocate or suggest otherwise. In particular, beware of ideas and beliefs 
such as: 
 Reincarnation, the belief that we pass through many lives here on earth (Hebrews 9:27). 
 The dawn of a New Age (apart from the return of Christ) greater than the one that began at 
Pentecost. 
 A claim to moral standards higher than those taught in the Bible. 
 A group, other than the church, that claims to belong to God and sees itself as a household of faith set 
off from the world. 
 “Channels,” old-fashioned mediums, or other sources of revelation in place of, or in addition to, the 
Bible. 
 Fortune-telling through the use of astrological charts, tarot cards or other occult techniques 
(Deuteronomy 18:9-14; Isaiah 47:10-15). 
 An unscriptural promise of “light” to replace darkness. 
 A guarantee of mind-altering or life-changing experiences apart from faith in Jesus Christ. 
 A promise of eternal life in Paradise to those who follow an organization’s prescribed principles or 
rituals. 
 Unusual diagnosis and treatment of illness and extravagant claims of cure. 
 We encourage our members, as they have opportunity, “to do good to all people” (Galatians 6:10) and 
to be salt and light in the world (Matthew 5:12-16). This may involve activity in civic affairs; local, state, and 
national politics; and organizations concerned with drug abuse, environmental pollution, poverty, prisons, 
world hunger, world peace, and other humanitarian causes (see sec. 144 Social Standards). But in carrying 
out these biblical mandates, we must be careful to be in the world but “not of the world” (John 17:15-16). 
Today, perhaps more than ever, we must be alert to subtle teachings and influences not in harmony with the 
“truth as it is in Christ,” which appears in many places under various guises. 
 
143 MORAL STANDARDS 
143.1 Personal and Family 
 143.1.1 Temperance 

143.1.1.1 Moderation 
 Temperance or self-control was one of the four cardinal virtues that pagan 
philosophers considered to be natural human powers capable of guiding personal moral 
living. The Bible, however, sees self-control, and other Christian qualities that please God, 
not as human attainments but as the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). As one aspect of 
the Spirit’s fruit, self-control needs to be supplemented by other more positive Christian 
qualities such as faith and love. It requires divine wisdom (2 Peter 1:6) and soundness of 
mind (Titus 2:2) to refuse to yield to the baser desires of the flesh and mind and to guard 
against excessive indulgence in things not evil themselves, such as food, clothing, recreation, 
and personal possessions. The Scriptures speak out against such excess, especially when 
practiced at the expense of the poor (Amos 4:1; 6:4-7). 
 It is especially fitting to emphasize self-control in an age that extols pleasure as the 
goal of life and urges instant gratification of desire as the guiding principle of daily living. 
Even Christians need to be on guard lest the greed of self-centeredness of our world subtly 
invade our thoughts and deter us from love for God and neighbor (Matthew 22:37), which 
involves self-control in all things (1 Corinthians 9:25). 

  143.1.1.2 Abstinence 
 At times self-control may require abstinence from or renunciation of certain 
activities or things even though they are not evil in themselves. 
 In practicing or advocating abstinence, however, we must be aware of biblical 
warnings against false asceticism arising from the unscriptural idea that physical things are 
evil in themselves and therefore need to be avoided by godly persons. We must remember 
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that God created the physical world for mankind to enjoy and that the Bible condemns those 
who would forbid marrying, eating of meat, or the touching, tasting, and handling of material 
things (Colossians 2:20-25; 1 Timothy 4:1-3). 
 It may, however, be advisable for an individual Christian to abstain from an activity 
or thing that particularly tempts him to overindulgence – even though it may be good in 
itself and may be enjoyed by other Christians with no ill effect. Christians may also be called 
upon to refrain from legitimate activities or things if these tempt a weaker brother to do 
something his conscience considers wrong (1 Corinthians 8:13). 
 Every Christian is, of course, always commanded to abstain from practices clearly 
contrary to the will of God. Among these are fleshly lusts (1 Peter 2:11), immorality and 
covetousness (Colossians 3:5), idols (Acts 15:2, 29), drunkenness (Galatians 5:21), and every 
other kind of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22). As a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19), 
the Christian is obligated to glorify God in his body (1 Corinthians 6:20) and to present his 
body a living sacrifice to God (Romans 12:1). 

  143.1.1.3 Drug abuse 
 In the light of the above biblical principles, Christians ought to refrain from 
indulging in practices that harm the body or the use of which provides a poor example for 
others to follow. These include the use of mind-altering drugs, overdependence on 
prescription and over-the-counter drugs, smoking, and other personal use of tobacco. 

  143.1.1.4 Alcohol 
 Despite its legal status and façade of social acceptability, the use of beverage alcohol 
is by all measures the most serious drug problem facing our society. The consumption of 
alcohol is directly related to tens of thousands of highway fatalities and hundreds of 
thousands of disabling injuries. All too often its use reduces life expectancy, causes 
depression, and is responsible for battered and abused persons, broken homes, and 
impoverished families. We also know that some people are limited in their capacity for 
controlling the consumption of alcohol, bringing these effects into their lives of self and 
family with little warning.  
 In the light of these disturbing facts and the Bible’s uniform condemnation of 
drunkenness (Proverbs 20:1; 23:30, 29-31; Isaiah 5:11; Habakkuk 2:15; 1 Corinthians 6:10) 
and the uncompromising call for the wise stewardship of life, we must seek by personal 
example, and appropriate legal means, to counteract the unrelenting industry, media, and 
peer pressures that seek to entice people to make beverage alcohol a part of daily life. 
Therefore, we encourage abstinence from the use of and traffic in beverage alcohol.  

  143.1.1.5 Food 
 Moderation is also required in the amounts and types of food one consumes. Bodily 
health is compromised in innumerable ways when self-control is not exercised, causing loss 
of time and productivity in one’s labor, excessive drain of personal and family resources, and 
possible compromise of Christian witness (Proverbs 23:19-21). 

 143.1.2 Human Sexuality 
God created mankind male and female (Genesis 1:27). Each is to complete the other in the 

marriage bond (Genesis 2:24). A man and a woman who seal the bond of mutual love through 
Christian marriage are to live for each other as set forth in Holy Scripture (Ephesians 5:21-23). 
Within this marriage relationship, and only within it, is human sexuality to be expressed in sexual 
union. 

  143.1.2.1 Marriage 
   143.1.2.1.1 The Biblical Ideal 

 The Bible conceives of marriage as a lifelong, monogamous commitment 
between a man and a woman. The institution of marriage, ordained of God (Genesis 
2:24), has been reaffirmed by Jesus (Matthew 19:5) and Paul (Ephesians 5:31). Our 
Lord Jesus further declared this union to be indissoluble when he said, “What God 
has joined together, let man not separate” (Matthew 19:6). This marriage covenant 
is morally binding so long as both shall live (Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:39) and 
may not be dissolved at will. 
 Since the strength of any society is based upon a firm family foundation, 
and a strong family is based upon total commitment of husband and wife, we 
strongly urge that: 
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– appropriate instruction by precept and example in the sacredness of marriage be 
given to our children from the earliest ages, both at home and in the church; 
– our pastors seek, by every means possible, to convey to their congregations the 
sacredness of Christian marriage; 
– our pastors insist on adequate premarital counseling prior to solemnizing any 
marriage; 
– every effort be made to ensure that persons entering into marriage harbor no 
reservations with regard to lifelong commitment; 
– this step be taken only when it can be done in the Lord (1 Corinthians 7:39) and 
thus avoid being “yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Corinthians 6:14) in life’s 
most intimate relationship. 

  143.1.2.1.2 Family Planning 
   143.1.2.1.2.1 Procreation 

 In the beginning God breathed life into the man He created 
(Genesis 2:7). Since that day, all human life owes its existence to the breath 
of God. But God has given to man, His creation, the privilege of being a 
partner in the life-giving process. Hence He told our progenitors to “be 
fruitful and increase in number” (Genesis 1:28). 

  143.1.2.1.2.2 Responsible Parenthood 
 Children are a blessing from the Lord (Psalms 127:3-5), and every 
new life has a right to be loved and wanted. Therefore, we encourage 
responsible parenting, including the spacing of children. We must 
recognize, however, that God may overrule our carefully laid plans. In such 
an event, the child has a full right to life, acceptance, and love. 

  143.1.2.1.2.3 Adoption 
 Adoption is a means by which unwanted and homeless children can 
live in homes of love and share in the joys of family life. Therefore we 
support all proper means for the adoption of children and recognize this, 
rather than abortion, as a suitable solution to difficulties arising from 
unwanted pregnancies. 

   143.1.2.1.3 Divorce 
 Divorce is an admission of failure in human relationships that negates the 
biblical ideal of marriage. Jesus indicated that Moses permitted divorce only because 
of hardness of heart and that it was not intended in the beginning (Matthew 19:8). 
 When serious difficulties occur in a marriage, the couple involved should 
seek the counsel and guidance of the pastor or other respected persons within the 
Christian fellowship. If the distressed couple fails to seek help, loving, discreet 
biblical counsel and exhortation should nevertheless be offered in a spirit of 
helpfulness and humility (Galatians 6:1) in an effort to restore harmony. Counsel 
that would make dissolution of the marriage bond an easy solution, even to difficult 
problems, should be rejected. If actual separation takes place, every possible effort 
should be continued to resolve difficulties and effect lasting reconciliation. 
 When failures do occur in this less-than-perfect world, we encourage 
compassion and concern for all persons involved. God’s love extends to all, even to 
those who have failed to live up to His standards. Therefore every separated or 
divorced person has a right to be loved in Christ Jesus. Like any other penitent 
sinner, he or she should be granted the privilege of church membership and full 
participation in the life of the church. 
 Extreme caution must be exercised by our pastors in solemnizing a 
marriage in which either party has been divorced. Clear evidence of biblical grounds 
should be present (Matthew 5:32; 19:9; 1 Corinthians 7:39), and adequate 
counseling should be given to guard against the recurrence of a broken relationship. 
As long as reconciliation with the previous spouse is a viable option, marriage to 
another person should not be considered. 

   143.1.2.1.4 Adultery 
 Marriage is a lifelong commitment to a mate of the opposite sex “so long 
as...both shall live.” The two have become one flesh (Genesis 2:24), and therefore 
intimate sharing of the body is reserved exclusively for the marriage partner (1 
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Corinthians 7:3-4). Attempts to justify adulterous acts by explaining them as 
occasional lapses, temporary flings, or as “the leading of the Lord” are only thinly 
disguised rationalizations that elevate subjective feeling above the clear teaching of 
Scripture. 

   143.1.2.2 Premarital Sex 
 We oppose all forms of sexual activity outside of the biblical understanding 
of lifelong monogamous marriage. The premarital performance of the sex act at any 
time is to engage in fornication and can be looked at only as sin (Galatians 5:19). 

   
143.1.2.3 Homosexuality 
 Homosexuality was the sin of Sodom for which that city was destroyed (Genesis 19) 
and is uniformly seen as a perversion of sex in the New Testament (Romans 1:26-27; 
Colossians 3:5). Therefore a homosexual relationship is not acceptable as an alternative 
lifestyle, and any homosexual act, even between consenting adults, is a violation of the 
biblical ethic. 

143.1.2.3.1 Consistent with our understanding of human sexuality and marriage as 
articulated in Sections 143.1.2 of the Discipline, persons holding ministerial 
credentials in the Evangelical Congregational Church are prohibited from 
performing any rite or ceremony, as well as from signing any documents pursuant 
to the sanctioning or solemnizing of same-sex unions or same-sex marriages or any 
union or marriage other than that between one man and one woman, nor may they 
recognize these unions as solemnized by other jurisdictions.  
143.1.2.3.2 Whereas the Bible clearly teaches homosexuality to be sin, the 
Evangelical Congregational Church will not ordain nor accept into its ministry ranks 
those who identify themselves a homosexuals, whether practicing or non-practicing. 

    143.1.2.4 Temptation 
 Temptation is the common lot of mankind (1 Corinthians 10:13), and even our Lord 
was tempted (Matthew 4:1-10). Therefore temptation to sin does not itself involve 
transgression of the law of God. However, realizing the power of the tempter (1 Peter 5:8) 
and recalling Jesus’ warnings against murder and adultery in the heart (Matthew 5:22, 28), 
we should seek to avoid situations that entice us to inner feelings of lust or outward acts of 
homosexuality, fornication, or adultery. While such attitudes and acts are sinful, we 
recognize our obligation to extend the love of Christ to persons caught in such circumstances 
and affirm our duty to minister to them as redeemable human beings. 

  143.1.2.5 Abortion 
 The moral issue of abortion is more than a question of the freedom of a woman to 
control the reproductive functions of her own body. It is a question of those circumstances 
under which a human being may be permitted to take the life of another. 
 Since life is a gift of God, neither the life of an unborn child nor the life of the mother 
may be lightly taken. The value of life prior to birth is seen throughout the Scriptures 
(Psalms 139:13-16; 51:5; Jeremiah 1:5; Luke 1:41-44). Divine blessing is conferred upon an 
unborn infant (Luke 1:42, “Blessed is the child you will bear!”). The strife-filled lives of Jacob 
and Esau are shown already in process prior to birth (Genesis 25:22-23). 
 It is neither right nor proper to terminate a pregnancy solely on the basis of 
personal convenience or sociological considerations. Abortion on demand for social 
adjustment or to solve economic problems is morally wrong. On those rare occasions when 
abortion may seem morally justified, the decision should be made only after there has been 
thorough and sensitive religious, medical, and psychological consultation and counseling. 

 143.1.3 The Single Life 
 We affirm the dignity and acceptability of the single life. While the married state is good, and 
family life necessary for the continuation of human life, not all persons may be led into this shared 
relationship. Our Lord Himself did not enter the married relationship, and Paul wrote, “Now to the 
unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am” (1 Corinthians 7:8). 
Paul also suggests that for those who are able, the unmarried state might allow one to serve God 
better (1 Corinthians 7:32-38). 

 143.1.4 Death and Dying 
God, and God alone, has the right to determine the moment of death (Job 1:21). Therefore, 

we oppose any effort to terminate innocent life outside of the natural processes, whether it be with 
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malice aforethought (murder, suicide) or from misdirected “kindness” (euthanasia). We also caution 
against the overuse of modern technological methods that unnecessarily prolong life and thereby 
deny the person the right to die with dignity. 

 
144 SOCIAL STANDARDS 
144.1 Introduction 
 The proper social involvement of Christians must be considered carefully. On the one hand we must 
not attempt to coerce, by force of law, unbelievers to confess Christ (1 Corinthians 12:3), to engage in pious 
activity, or to refrain from all personal sins condemned by Scripture. 
 This does not mean, however, that it is impossible or unwise to legislate or otherwise influence 
public or social morality. We must not be deterred from such efforts by those who accuse Christians of 
imposing their own moral standards upon other people. It must be remembered that all who seek to establish 
social codes of behavior, of necessity, do the same thing, since all laws reflect the ethical position of the 
person(s) seeking to enact or maintain them. In a free society, especially, Christians have the right as well as 
the obligation to influence the moral level of society. 
 On a personal level, this may be done through moral precept and example. On the social level, it may 
be done through legislation and political activity as well. However, it must be acknowledged that we will often 
be obliged to settle for a lower public standard of behavior than the one we may desire to follow on a 
personal level. It is also the case that our success will be greater in encouraging those actions and attitudes 
that are more generally accepted by moral persons from varying religious or philosophical backgrounds. 
144.2 Government 
 Along with the family (Genesis 5:24-25) and the church (1 Timothy 3:15), God instituted human 
government. Grounded in the necessities of human nature, government is appointed to restrain evil, preserve 
order, and encourage just dealings among men (Romans 13:1-4). It is the duty, therefore, of all persons to be 
subject to the supreme authority of the nation in which they reside (Romans 3:5) and to respect and honor 
the civil magistrates (1 Peter 2:17). 
 As a creation of God, however, the state’s power is never absolute. It must not appropriate to itself 
those privileges and duties that belong to the individual, the family, or the church. When government neglects 
or abuses its divinely appointed responsibilities, the Christian, as a citizen of the heavenly Kingdom of God 
(Colossians 1:13; 1 Thessalonians 2:12), must speak out against or, if necessary, refuse to follow public 
policies that directly threaten the people of God, the family, or the basic rights of persons (Exodus 1:17; Acts 
5:29) and be willing to suffer the legal consequences thereof. 
 On the other hand, the church must not infringe upon the legitimate rights of the state nor assume 
the role or identity of the state. While godly men and women may, and ought to, hold political office and 
participate in civil government, it is the duty of the state, not of the church, to levy taxes, to apprehend and 
sentence criminals, and to enact and enforce the laws of the land. Further, the church must be careful not to 
identify, consciously or unconsciously, any earthly nation – however just its precepts – with the Kingdom of 
God. Although such an identity existed in Old Testament times when God’s own anointed king ruled Israel 
(Psalms 2:6), under the New Covenant the nation whose God is the Lord (Psalms 33:12) is the Church of Jesus 
Christ (Matthew 21:43; 1 Peter 2:9) with its member-citizens scattered throughout the nations of the world. 
144.3 War and Peace 
 It is certain that Christians oppose war and desire to promote peace on earth (Matthew 5:9). Hence 
the church renounces the use of destructive weapons in defending herself, in extending her influence in the 
world, and in waging the spiritual battle against sin and Satan. It is true that God’s Old Covenant people, living 
under divinely appointed civil rulers, were commanded upon occasion to take up the sword in defense of 
their borders and as agents of divine judgment upon sinful nations. But under the New Covenant the people of 
God are scattered among all nations, and final divine retribution has been reserved for the Last Day. 
 The New Testament does, however, sanction the just use of force by the state in order to restrain 
evildoers within and aggressors from without (Romans 13:4). It would be inconsistent, then, to bar Christians 
from participating in these divinely appointed police and peacekeeping actions of the state. 
 This in no way implies support of repressive police measures or blanket approval of all military 
intervention. The threat of totally destructive nuclear war, the escalating arms race, and the increasing 
complexities of international affairs introduce profound ambiguities into the question of justifiable warfare. 
In the light of such considerations, some Christians may feel conscience-bound to refuse involvement in 
military service, which ordinarily implies a pledge to carry out unquestioningly all orders issued by the state 
or its representatives. Therefore, we acknowledge the right of the individual believer to apply for 
conscientious objector status. Whatever decision is made in this area, it must be remembered that God’s 
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commands always supersede those of all earthly authority and that no one can ultimately escape moral 
responsibility for his own actions. 
144.4 Human Rights 
 It is only as bearers of the divine image (Genesis 1:26-27; James 3:9) that men and women possess 
“natural” or, preferably, God-given rights that animals and things do not have in the same sense or to the 
same degree (Matthew 10:31; Matthew 6:25). In addition to the direct statements of Scripture regarding the 
dignity of mankind, duties enjoined upon people, such as worship of God (Exodus 20:3-4), concern for the 
poor (Deuteronomy 15:11), and the prohibition of murder, lying, and stealing (Exodus 20:13-14, 16) imply 
corresponding rights to freedom of worship, life, truth, and property. 
 Since these rights derive directly from God, no state may deny them legitimately to its upright 
citizens. Government is rather under obligation, as a divine institution, to protect these rights. When 
circumstances permit, a government may provide its citizens additional “civil” rights, such as voting 
privileges and basic public education. However, all rights, natural and civil, must apply equally to all law-
abiding citizens residing within a nation and must not apply selectively. 
144.5 Poverty and World Hunger 
 Although our primary concern is for the poor within the household of faith (Galatians 6:10), we must 
display charity and concern for all mankind as well. This includes the sharing of material abundance with the 
neighbor – understood as anyone in need (Luke 10:30-37). In our day, when the planet has indeed become a 
“global village,” our concern must extend to the malnourished and starving multitudes of other parts of the 
world as well as to the poor in our midst. 
 Concern for the poor must go beyond relief measures intended to alleviate acute suffering (Romans 
15:25-27). We must also attempt to identify and deal with the underlying causes of poverty. When it results 
from laziness (2 Thessalonians 3:10) or lack of prudence (Proverbs 6:6) it is our duty to try to counteract 
such personal and social attitudes through education and economic assistance designed to enable persons to 
provide their own personal and family necessities. 
 When poverty is increased or sustained as a result of political and economic oppression by affluent 
nations or wealthy classes within a society (Jeremiah 22:3; Micah 2:2; James 2:6), we are obliged by love for 
the neighbor to speak out against economic and political injustice and to strive for a more equitable 
distribution of the earth’s ample, but limited, resources. 
 The sinfulness of human nature, reflected upon in the words of Jesus regarding the continuing 
presence of the poor (Mark 14:7), will always render suspect utopian promises for eliminating poverty 
through the destruction or radical alteration of present social structures. But the endurance of the problems 
must never deter us from being God’s agents of hope nor prevent us from preaching the gospel, which can 
meet the economic and social as well as the spiritual needs of mankind. 
144.6 Pornography 
 It is often difficult to define precisely what is pornographic or obscene. It is clear, however, that 
certain books, magazines, movies, and other forms of communication distort and degrade human sexuality. 
These impose a harmful influence upon individuals, especially the young, upon the family, and upon society as 
a whole. 
 The production and use of obscene materials violate the biblical injunction against carnal lust 
(Galatians 5:16), falsify the place of sexuality in human relations, and transform persons made in God’s image 
into impersonal things to be used in gratifying sinful human passions and weaknesses. 
 The legalization of pornographic materials or of prostitution is unacceptable to the Christian since 
these activities necessarily involve the exploitation of persons – willingly or unwillingly – for degrading and 
dehumanizing purposes that border upon blasphemy against God Himself through the degradation of persons 
made in His image (James 3:9). Out of love for God and neighbor, then, the Christian has the right and 
obligation to oppose pornography in all its forms through available legal means. 
 It must be remembered, however, that obscenity goes beyond the area of the sexual. It includes 
violence and all acts and attitudes, including prejudice, that demean the worth of a fellow human. We must 
also guard against the less obvious but more pervasive and potentially more subversive influence of books, 
motion pictures, and TV programs that glorify, or portray as normal, situations, attitudes, and living 
arrangements that flout the biblical teaching regarding the sanctity of marriage and the family. 
144.7 Gambling 
 Gambling, which involves the transfer of something of value from one person to another on the basis 
of chance, is defined by the following factors: 1) a price paid by the bettor, 2) a payoff to the winner, and 3) an 
element of chance. 
 More specifically our opposition to gambling rests upon the following: 
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1) There is a high risk of loss by the bettor of the amount wagered. This may reach catastrophic 
proportions when compulsive gambling is involved. 
2) The payoff to the winner(s) comes from the amounts wagered by other bettors, many of whom can 
ill-afford the loss. 
3) By promising the possibility of gaining wealth with no effort, gambling appeals to the human 
emotions of avarice and greed. 

 Engaging in this activity is inconsistent with the Christian way of life. It is a distortion of the normal 
and unavoidable risk-taking involved in daily life and in the realization of human potential. The biblical view 
of work (Ephesians 4:28; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12), stewardship (1 Corinthians 6:20), love of neighbor 
(Galatians 5:13-14), and proper use of influence (2 Thessalonians 3:9) rules out participation in all forms of 
gambling including lotteries and other games of chance sanctioned by the state. 
 These evils that accompany gambling preclude its use as entertainment or as a proper way to 
support worthy causes. Responding to promotional lotteries should be regarded with caution as well. 
Although the entrant risks nothing and payoffs come out of company profits, the appeal to greed and riches 
without labor remains. 
 

 


